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CHAP.  CLVIII. 

John  and  Elijah  will  prove  that  Christ  teas 
, not  the  promised  Messiah. 

Behold,  I will  send  to  you 
Elijah  the  prophet  before  the 
coming  of  the  great  and  dread- 
ful day  of  the  Lord:  and  he 
shall  turn  the  heart  of  the  fa- 
thers to  the  children,  and  the 
heart  of  the  children  to  their 
fathers,  &c.”  (Mai.  iv.  5.) 

. By  these  two  passages  we 
are  instructed,  First,  That  tlie 
dreadful  day  means  the  day  of 
the  restoration.  Secondly,  We 
are  informed  that  before  that 
day,  Elijah  will  be  sent  to 
Israel,  to  declare  unto  Israel 
the  good  tidings  of  their  re- 
demption out  of  their  long  cap- 
tivity. Thirdly,  That  Elijah 
will  unite  all  the  families  of 
Israel  to  their  God,  by  a true 
repentance,  to  prepare  them, 
and  make  them  deserving  of 
the  blessing  of  that  great  day. 
Fourthly,  That  Elijah  will 
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come,  not  as  an  angel,  but  as  a 
man.  Fifthly,  that  his  name 
will  not  be  changed  to  be  called 
John.  Sixthly,  We  are  not 
•informed  that  Elijah  will  be 
beheaded,  but  on  the  contrary, 
for  his  coming  will  be  on  pur- 
pose to  cause  all  Israel  to  return 
to  their  God. 

And  that  Elijah  is  to  come 
before  the  Messiah  and  before 
the  restoration,  is  also  confirmed 
by  the  New  Testament,  “ And 
they' asked  him,  saying,  Why 
say  the  Scribes  that  Elijah  must 
first  come  ? And  he  answered 
and  told  them,  Elias  verily 
cometh  first,  and  rcstoreth  all 
things.”  (Mark  ix.  11 — 13.) 
“ But  1 say  unto  you,  that 
. Elias  is  indeed  come,  and  they 
liave  done  unto  him  whatsoever 
they  listed,  as  it  is  written  of 
him.  For  all  the  prophets  and 
the  law  prophesied  until  John, 
And  if  ye  will  receive  it,  this 
is  Elias  which  was  for  to  come.” 
(Mat.  xi.  13,  14.)  “ But  I say 
unto  you,  that  Elias  is  come 
already,  and  they  knew  him 
not,  but  have  done  unto  him, 
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&c.  And  he  (John)  shall  go 
before  him  in  the  spirit  and 
power  of  Elias,  to  turn  the 
hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  disobedient  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  just,  to  make 
ready  a people  prepared  for  the 
Lord.”  (Luke  i.  17.) 

Here  are  proofs  both  from 
the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
that  Elias  is  to  come  first. 

Question, 

Who  are  that  people  which 
are  to  be  prepared  for  the  Lord 
by  Elias?  Does  it  mean  the 
Gentiles  or  the  Jews  ? No 
person  will  contradict  me,  that 
it  means  Israel:  for  it  is  con- 
firmed by  the  text,  “ Behold, 

I will  send  lo  you  (not  to  the 
Gentiles)  Elijah  the  prophet.” 

Let  us  now  seriously  exa- 
mine the  whole  of  this  subject, 
Matthew  says,  that  John  was 
Elijah,  but  is  contradicted  by 
Malachi,  for  he  says,  “ I will 
send  you  Elijah,”  but  not 
John. 

Again,  Matthew  says,  that 

Elias  is  come  already,  and 
they  know  Iiim  not.”  If  this 
account  is  to  be  credited,  the 
question  will  be.  Why  was  he 
sent  in  disguise  by  another 
name,  to  be  called  John  ? But 
this  is  also  contradicted  by 
Malachi : ‘‘  I will  send  you 
Elijah,”  says  the  prophet,  but 
not  a John,  or  else  the  predic- 
tion of  the  prophet  would 
prove  not  to  be  true. 

Luke  says,  And  John  shall 

fo  in  the  spirit  and  power  of 
ilijah.”  This  is  also  contra- 
dicted by  Malachi,  for  the  pro- 
phet says,  I will  send  you 
Elijah  the  prophet ; but  neither 
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spirit  nor  power  is  mentioned. 
Therefore,  as  the  prediction  of 
the  prophet  is  the  word  of 
God,  it  must  follow  that  Elijah 
will  come  as  a man,  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  when  he 
was  on  earth. 

That  Elijah  shall  be  killed, 
is  also  contradicted  by  the  pro- 
phet ; for  it  is  said,  “ I will 
send  Elijah  the  prophet  to  turn 
the  heart,  &c.”  but  not  to  be 
killed  ; for  if  Elijah  was  to  be 
killed,  then  the  words  of  the 
prophet  cannot  be  true. 

It  is  a hard  task  for  a Chris- 
tian to  make  a Jew  believe  apy 
thing  which  is  contrary  to  the 
word  of  God  : a Jew  will  say, 

I am  instructed  by  the  word  of 
God,  that  Elijah  the  prophet 
will  be  sent,  but  not  John; 
therefore  Elijah  is  Elijah,  and 
John  is  John. 

Malachi  says,  “ Behold,  I 
will  send  to  you  Elijah  the 
prophet  before  the  coming  of 
the  great  and  dreadful  day  of 
the  Lord.”  It  is  now  past  more 
than  1800  years,  and  yet  that 
day  is  behind.  The  coming  of 
John  was  a useless  message. 
First,  he  could  not  turn  the 
heart  of  Israel  to  their  God; 
and  secondly,  he  was  killed  ; 
then  all  was  stopped  at  once. 
The  question  will  remain,  Why 
was  he  sent  ? he  might  liave 
been  better  kept  back.  John 
could  not  prepare  the  people 
unto  God  ; but.  Why  ? — An- 
swer. Because  he  was  only 
John.  But  when  Elijah  shall 
come  he  will  be  able  to  accom- 
plish his  message,  because  he 
will  be  Elijah. 

It  is  recorded  in  John  i.  19^ 
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And  this  is  the  record  of 
John,  when  the  Jews  sent 
priests  and  Levites  from  Jeru- 
salem to  ask  him,  Who  art 
thou  ? And  he  confessed,  and 
denied  not ; but  confessed,  L 
am  not  the  Christ.  And  they 
asked  him,  What  then  ? Art 
thou  Elias  ? And  he  saith,  I 
am  not.  Art  thou  that  pro- 
phet? And  he  answered.  No.” 
Here  is  a proof  and  clear  evi- 
dence out  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, that  John  was  not  Eli- 
jah. Now,  Christ  says,  that 
John  was  Elijah,  John  de- 
clares that  he  was  not  Elijah ; 
the  question  will  be,  which  of 
the  two  must  a Jew  believe? 
both  cannot  be  true.  To  re- 
concile these  two  contradic- 
tions, I know  not  how  it  can 
be  done,  therefore  I leave  it  to 
be  answered  by  the  learned 
Christian,  or  by  a converted 
Jew. 

The  reader  ought  also  to 
take  notice  of  the  following 
observations.  According  to  the 
New  Testament  John  was  sent 
by  God ; if  this  be  true,  how 
could  he  deny  his  message? 
In  1 Kings  xiii.  we  are  in- 
formed that  the  prophet  faileth 
only  in  one  single  point  in  his 
message  ; instantly  he  was  kil- 
led by  a lion.  Jonah  the  pro- 
phet fled  before  God,  and 
would  not  go  with  the  message 
of  God ; he  was  also  instantly 
punished  by  God,  by  being 
buried  alive  in  the  belly  of  a 
fish.  Now  John  knew  already 
the  consequence  of  denying  the 
message  of  God,  the  question 
will  remain.  Why,  or  on  what 
account  did  he  not  deliver  his 


message  ? I verily  believe  that 
John  spoke  the  truth,  that  he 
was  not  Elijah,  but  only  John. 
Let  this  chapter  be  well  consi- 
dered, and  it  will  be  found, 
that  John  was  only  John,  and 
if  so,  Christ  could  not  be  the 
Messiah,  because  Elijah  must 
come  first. 

'The  wonder  is  great. 

The  two  greatest  ambassa- 
dors ever  sent  by  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  belief  of  Christians, 
were  John  and  Christ,  and  both 
were  killed.  Perhaps  Chris- 
tians will  say,  both  lost  their 
lives  because  of  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  Jews;  but  I would 
answer,  that  they  are  mistaken, 
for  Elijah  will  be  sent  on  pur- 
pose to  prepare  the  people  unto 
God ; and  if  so  he  will  be  able 
to  do  it.  The  Messiah  will 
also  be  sent  at  the  same  time, 
to  take  possession  of  the  king- 
dom of  this  w'orld,  and  when 
he  shall  be  sent  he  will  succeed 
and  prosper,  and  accomplish  it. 

According  to  my  belief,  I 
maintain,  that  Elijah  and  the 
Messiah  will  be  the  two  great 
ambassadors  of  God,  and  both 
have  been  born  many  ages  past, 
and  both  are  ready  to  appear  in 
this  world,  as  soon  as  they  will 
be  commanded  to  do  it. 

CHAP.  CXCIII. 

By  the  ten  tribes  will  be  proved  that  John 
was  not  Elijah^  and  that  Christ  was  not 
the  Messiah. 

It  is  written  in  Malachi,  the 
last  chapter,  I will  send  to 
you  Elijah  'the  prophet,  and 
he  shall  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
fathers  to  the  children,  &c.” 
According  to  the  account  of 
Ezra,  in  the  time  of  the  second 
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temple,  the  land  was  inhabited 
only  by  two  tribes,  namely, 
Judah  and  Benjamin.  Both 
Elijah'  and  the  Messiah  will 
not  be  sent  to  only  two  tribes, 
but  to  the  whole  nation.  John 
and  Christ  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  time  of*  the  second 
temple,  and  among  two  tribes 
only  : they  did  not  succeed  in 
their  undertaking.  This  must 
prove  that  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  were  sent  by  God, 
by  which  it  must  be  determined 
that  both  are  yet  to  come. 


ANSWER  TO  CHAP.  CLVIII,  OF  MR. 

CROOLL’S  MS. 

Mr.  Crooll  in  this  chapter 
retails  the  objections  of  Rabbi 
Isaac  in  the  Chiziik  Emuna, 
which  were  refuted  by  Bishop 
Kidder  a century  ago.  In  my 
answer  I shall,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, study  brevitj^,  referring 
your  readers  to  the  valuable 
work  of  Bishop  Kidder  for 
more  full  information  on  the 
point  in  question. 

I begin  by  observing  that  it 
cannot  be  inferred  from  the 
moniise  in  Malachi  iv.  5,  that 
Elijah  the  Tishbite  is  to  come 
in  person  before  the  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord.  The 
words  in  Ezek.  xxxvii.  25, 
servant  David  shall  be  their 
prince  for  ever^  are,  by  Mr. 
Crooll  himself,  interpreted  to 
signify,  not  David  the  son  of 
Jesse,  but  Messiah  the  son  of 
David.  It  is  also  written  in 
Hos.  iii.  Afterwards  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  shall  return  and 
seek  the  Lord  their  God  and 
David  their  king,  The^  Tar- 
gum  of  Jonathan-  on  this  pas- 


sage is  as  follows  : * After* 
wards  shall  the  children  of  Is- 
rael  he  converted  and  seek  the 
service  of  the  Lord  their  God^ 
and  shall  obey  the  Messiah  the 
son  of  David  their  King,  and 
shall  learn  the  service  of  the 
Lord. 

If  the  Targumist  and  Mr. 
Crooll  both  concur  in  holding 
that  the  Messiah  the  son  of 
David  is  signified  under  the 
name  of  David  in  these  pas- 
sages, what  solid  reason  can  be 
given  why  John  the  Baptist, 
who  was  to  be  the  precursor  of 
the  Messiah,  might  not  be  fore- 
told under  the  name  of  Elijah, 
though  he  w^as  not  to  be  Elijah 
the  Tishbite?  As  there  are 
two  Davids,  the  one  the  son  of 
Jesse,  the  other  the  Messiah 
David’s  son,  why  may  there 
not  in  like  manner  be  two  Eli- 
jahs, one  the  Tishbite,  another 
the  Baptist? 

I remark  further,  that  some 
Jewish  doctors  (as  is  testified 
b}^  Rabbi  Levi  Gershonf)  hold 
that  Elijah  was  the  same  indi- 
vidual as  Phinelias,  though 
under  another  name.  But  if 
this  be  the  opinion  of  the  Jews, 
how  can  they  charge  it  as  an 
objection  to  the  truth  of  Chris- 
tianity, that  the  same  indivi- 
dual is  called  in  the  prophet 
Malachi  Elijah,  and  in  thego§.-' 
pels  John? 

Mr.  Crooll  avers  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  words  of  the 
prophet  that  Elijah  should  be 

S.snt*»  un  p nns  * 

Rn’tt’oS  pyisrit'n  m-j  KjnSifi 

•f  See  Lightfooi's  Works,  vol.  i.  p, 
522. 
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killed,  because  be  was  to  be 
sent  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
fathers,  &c.  The  answer  to 
this  is,  that  before  he  was  put 
to  death  he  did  turn  the  hearts 
of  many  of  the  children  of 
Israel.  It  is  manifest  from  the 
gospels,  that  his  ministry  was 
attended  with  great  success.  It 
is  said,  in  Matt.  iii.  5,  Then 
went  out  to  him  J erusalera  and 
all  Judea,  and  all  the  region 
round  about  Jordan,  and  were 
baptized  of  him  in  Jordan, 
confessing  their  sins.”  It  ap- 
pears also,  from  many  other 
passages,  that  the  people  uni- 
versally esteemed  him  to  be  a 
prophet,  and  though  the  Rab- 
bies,  the  Scribes,  and  Phari- 
sees, believed  not  on  him,  yet 
the  publicans  and  harlots  be- 
lieved him  and  repented  of 
their  sins. 

But  I observe  in  the  next 
place,  that  John’s  being  sent 
to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  by  no  means 
implies  in  it  the  universal  suc- 
cess of  his  mission.  The  former 
propliets  had  also  been  sent  to 
that  people  for  the  same  pur- 
pose of  turning  their  hearts  to 
righteousness,  and  yet  in  Dan. 
ix.  6.  it  is  written.  Neither 
hacc  x£e  hearkened  unto  thy 
serx:ants  the  prophets^  which 
spake  in  thy  name  to  our  kings ^ 
6^c.  If  it  be  asked  by  Mr. 
Crooll,  why  the  Baptist  was 
not  more  successful,  the  an- 
swer is,  that  the  Jews  at 
this  time  were,  according  to 
the  word  spoken  by  the  pro- 
phet Hosca,  Lo-arami,  not  my 
people,  and  they,  alas ! only 
justified. the  heavy  charge  in- 


cluded in  that  name,  by  reject- 
ing both  the  Messiah  and  his 
forerunner. 

When  Mr.  Crooll  asks,  Why 
was  J ohn  sent  ? he  might  better 
have  been  kept  back,”  he 
means,  that  because  John’s 
message  was  not  received  by 
the  people,  therefore  it  was 
useless.  But  I answer,  that 
this  is  the  precise  description 
which  is  given  of  the  message 
sent  by  the  Lord  himself  in  the 
prophecies  of  Isaiah,  viz.  that 
it  would  be  rejected.  Chap, 
vi.  9,  Go  and  tell  this  people 
Hear  ye  indeed^  hut  under^ 
stand  not;  and  see  ye  indeed^ 
but  perceive  not.  Make  the 
heart  of  this  people  fat.,  and 
make  their  ears  heavy ^ and 
shut  their  eyes ; lest  they  see 
with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  ears,  and  understand  with 
their  heart,  and  convert  and  he 
healed.  Again,  in  chap.liii.  I, 
the  prophet  exclaims,  TVho 
hath  believed  our  report,  and 
to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord 
revealed?  Will  Mr.  Crooll 
say  also  with  respect  to  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  TVhy  was  he 
sent?  he  might  better  have 
been  kept  back.  ' 

Mr.  Crooll’s  next  objection 
rests  on  the  supposed  discre- 
pance between  John  the  Bap- 
tist’s account  of  himself,  and 
the  testimony  of  Jesus  con- 
cerning him.  John  was  asked 
by  the  priests  and  Levites 
(John  i.  19.)  Art  thou  Elias? 
Hesaith,  1 am  not.  Art  thou 
that  prophet?  And  he  an- 
swered, No,  On  the  other 
hand,  Jesus  told  the  Jews 
(Matt.  xi.  14.)  And  if  ye  will 
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receive  it,  this  is  Elias  which 
was  for  to  come.  And  on  ano- 
ther occasion  he  said  to  the 
disciples,  (Matt.  xvii.  12.)  But 
I say  unto  you,  that  Elias  is 
come  already,  and  they  knew 
him  not,  but  have  done  unto 
him  whatsoever  they  listed. 

On  these  passages  Mr.  Crooll 
observes,  “ Christ  says  that 
John  was  Elijah,  John  de- 
clares that  he  was  not  Elijah; 
the  question  will  be,  which  of 
the  two  must  a Jew  believe; 
both  cannot  be  true.” 

In  answer  1 observe,  that  the 
Jews,  when  they  questioned 
John  if  he  was  Elias,  certainly 
intended  to  ask  whether  he  was 
Elijah  the  Tishbite  in  person. 
In  this  sense  John  certainly 
was  not  Elias,  and  he  there- 
fore answered  truly  that  he  was 
not.  That  this  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  question  cannot  be 
denied  by  the  modern  Jews, 
for  it  is  well  known  that  they 
still  look  for  Elias  the  Tishbite, 
to  come  before  the  appearance 
of  the  Messiah.*  This  indeed 
appears  from  Mr.  CrooU’s  rca- 


* So  full  are  the  Jews  of  tiie  coming 
of  Elias,  that  their  doctors  have  invented 
a ridiculous  story  that  Elias  comes  invi- 
sibly at  the  circumcision  of  every  Jewish 
infant.  A seat  or  chair  is  accordingly 
placed  for  the  prophet,  adorned  with 
tapestry  and  silk  cushions,  on  which 
occasion  they  say  with  an  audible  voice, 
“ This  is  the  chair  of  the  prophet  Elias.” 
When  the  child  is  brought  by  the  women 
to  the  door  of  the  apartment,  the  words 
KSn  “ Ble.'Sed  is  he  that  corneth,” 

are  uuered  by  the  whole  assembly,  and 
at  this  instant  it  i?  imagined  that  Elias 
enters  with  the  child.—  Buxtorfi  Syna- 
goga  Jud-  cap.  ii.  — O when  shall  the 
happy  period  come  that  the  Jews  shall 
cast  away  such  vain  fables,  and  believe 
the  testimony  of  their  own  prophets  con- 
cerning the  Messiah ! 


soning  on  the  subject.  Now  as 
J obn  knew  such  to  be  the  mean- 
ing of  those  who  asked  him, 

“ Art  thou  Elias?”  if  lie  had 
answered  that  he  was  Elias,  he 
would  have  been  chargeable 
with  leading  them  to  believe 
that  he  was  the  Tishbite  re- 
turned to  this  world  ; i.  e.  with 
leading  them  into  error. 

On  the  other  hand,  when 
Jesus  told  the  Jews  that  John 
w^as  Elias,  he  did  not  affirm 
that  he  was  Elias  the  Tishbite 
as  the  Jews  vainly  imagined  ; 
his  words  are,  This  is  he  of 
whom  it  is  written,  behold,  I 
send  my  messenger  before  thy 
face,  which  shall  prepare  thy 
way  before  thee.  And  he  after- 
wards adds,  If  y^  ^ill  receive 
it,  this  is  Elias  which  was  for 
to  come. 

Unless,  therefore,  Mr.  Crooll 
can  prove  (what  it  is  evident 
he  cannot)  that  the  Elias  which 
was  for  to  come,  or  the  Elias 
promised  in  the  book  of  Ma- 
lachi  was  to  be  Elias  the  Tish- 
bite, no  real  contradiction  can 
be  shown  to  exist  between  the 
words  of  John  and  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus.  And  as  it  is 
no  less  manifest  from  the  New 
Testament  that  there  are  two 
Elijahs,  than  it  is  from  the  Old 
that  there  are  two  Davids,  it 
follows  that  the  answer  of  John 
the  Baptist  and  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  are  perfectly  consistent 
with  each  other. 

Mr.  Crooll  next  observes. 

The  wonder  is  great,”  that  the 
two  greatest  ambassadors  sent 
by  God,  according  to  the  be- 
lief of  Christians,  should  both 
have  been  put  to  death. 
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In  answer  to  this  remark,  I 
observe,  that  all  the  works  of 
God  are  wonderful;  all  his 
ways  are  above  our  ways,  and 
his  thoughts  above  our  thouglits. 
(Isa.  Iv.  7,  8.)  It  is  therefore 
quite  consistent  witli  what  we 
know  of  God’s  other  works, 
that  the  most  glorious  of  all  his 
operations,  the  redemption  of 
fallen  man,  should  be  effected 
in  a way  quite  contrary  to  our 
natural  apprehensions  of  things. 
There  are  also  many  intima- 
tions in  the  Hebrew  scriptures, 
that  the  ways  of  God  towards 
his  people  shall,  in  fact,  be 
such  as  to  excite  the  wonder 
of  the  children  of  Israel.  In 
Isaiah  viii.  18.  it  is  written. 
Behold.,  1 and  the  children 
whom  God  has  given  me^  are 
for  signs 
and  for  wonders  in  Israel., 
from  the  Lord  of  hosts,  which 
dwelleth  in  mount'  Zion.  W e 
believe  that  the  prophet  here 
speaks  in  the  name  of  the  Mes- 
siah ; when  modern  J ews  ex- 
press unbelieving  wonder  at 
the  death  of  Christ,  we  there- 
fore only  behold  the  fulfilment 
of  this  prophecy,  and  a new 
evidence  of  the  Messiahship  of 
Jesus. 

I shall  now  request  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Crooll  to  another 
passage  of  scripture,  wherein 
God  himself  declares  that  He 
will  do  a marvellous  work  and 
a wonder.  (Isa.  xxix.  9.)  Stai/ 
yourselves  and  wonder,  cry  ye 
out  and  cry : they  are  drunken, 
but  not  with  wine ; they  stag- 
gei',  but  not  with  strong  drink. 
For  the  Lord  hath  poured  out 
upon  you  the  spirit  of  deep 


sleep,  and  hath  closed  your 
eyes:  the  prophets  and  your 
rulers  the  seers  hath  he  covered. 
And  the  vision  of  all  is  become 
unto  you  as  the  words  of  a 
book  that  is  sealed,  which  men 
deliver  to  one  that  is  learned, 
saying,  Read  this,  I pray  thee, 
and  he  saith,  1 cannot,  for  it  is 
sealed.  And  the  book  is  deli- 
vered to  him  that  is  not  learned, 
saying.  Read  this,  I pray  thee  ^ 
and  he  saith,  1 am  not  learned. 
Wherefore  the  Lord  said,  For- 
asmuch as  this  people  draw 
near  me  with  their  mouth,  and 
with  their  lips  do  honour  me, 
but  have  removed  their  heart 
far  from  me,  and  their  fear 
towards  me  is  taught  by  the 
precept  of  men.  Therefore  I 
will  proceed  to  do  a marvellous 
work  and  a wonder : for  the 
wisdom  of  their  wise  men  shall 
perish,  and  the  understanding 
of  their  prudent  men  shall  be  hid. 

These  words  are  addressed 
to  the  Jew  s,  and  I am  informed 
by  a learned  Christian*  that 
Maimonides,  in  his  More 
Nevochim,  par. ii. c.  1 J.p. 212, 
confesses  tliat  this  passage 
respects  the  present  case  of 
that  people.  Christians  are  not, 
therefore,  surprised  that  the 
death  of  the  Messiah  for  the 
sins  of  the  world  should  be 
rejected  by  the  Jews;  for  al- 
though it  be  most  clearly  pre- 
dicted in  Isaiah  liii.  and  Dan. 
ix.  that  the  Messiah  was  to  be 
cut  off  as  an  ofi'ering  for  sin ; 
yet,  as  we  are  informed  that 
the  vision  is  to  be  considered 
as  a sealed  book  by  the  learned, 
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and  illegible  by  the  tinlearned 
among  that  people,  we  are  at 
no  loss  to  discover  the  cause  of 
this  unbelief  to  be  their  lament- 
able inattention  to  the  words 
of  their  own  prophets. 
know,  however,  that  a time  is 
approaching,  and  we  believe  it 
to  be  near  at  hand,  when  the^ 
shall  confess  their  iniquity  and 
the  iniquity  of  their  fathers^ 
with  their  trespass  which  they 
have  trespassed  against  the 
Lord.  — Their  uncircumcised 
hearts  shall  then  he  hum^ 
bled^  and  they  shall  accept  the 
punishment  of  their  iniquity, 
Then  Israel  shall  return  and 
Jerusalem  shall  be  inhabited 
as  towns  without  walls.\  How 
great  shall  be  the  honour  and 
happiness  of  those  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  who  shall  be 
the  first  to  confess  their  sins, 
and  lead  the  way  to  their  bre- 
thren in  this  great  act  of  na- 
tional repentance ! Surely  their 
reward  will  not  be  less  than 
that  of  Caleb  the. son  of  Je- 
phunneh,  who  brought  a good 
report  of  the  promised  land. 

Mr.  Crooll  concludes  that 
division  of  his  MS.  which  I 
am  now  considering,  with  the 
following  remarkable  declara- 
tion : According  to  my  belief 
1 maintain  that  Elijah  and  the 
Messiah  will  be  the  two  great 
ambassadors  of  God^  and  both 
have  been  born  many  ages  pasty 
and  both  are  ready  to  appear  in 
this  worldy  as  soon  as  they  will 
be  commanded  to  do  it. 

If  the  Messiah  was  born 
many  ages  past,  he  must  have 
come  many  ages  past,  for  the 

• LevU.  xxvi.  f Zechariah  ii.  4, 


first  advent  of  the  Messiah  is 
when  he  is  born  at  Bethlehem 
in  the  land  of  Judah.  (Micah 
V.  2.)  But  if  he  came  many 
ages  past,  as  Mr.  Crooll’s  ad- 
mission implies,  and  if  he  be  not 
now  in  this  world,  but  ‘‘  ready 
to  appear  in  it  as  soon  as  he  shall 
be  commanded  to  do  it,”  then 
it  follows  that  there  are  two 
advents  of  the  Mpssiah,  the  one 
many  ages  ago,  when  it  seems 
he  was  born  without  being 
known  by  the  people  of  Israel. 
This  first  coming  of  the  Mes- 
siah must  have  been  in  a state 
of  humility,  for  a king  who  is 
unknown,  is  by  that  very  fact 
in  a humble  condition.  The 
second  advent  of  the  Messiah 
is  yet  future,  and  shall  be  in 
a triumphant  manner.  By  the 
above  most  important  admis- 
sion, Mr.  Crooll  does  therefore, 
in  fact,  abandon,  or  at  least 
overthrow^,  all  that  is  written 
in  his  Restoration  of  Israel, 
against  the  doctrine  of  there 
being  two  advents  of  the  Mes- 
siah, the  one  in  a state  of  hu- 
mility, the  other  in  glory. 
Perhaps,  also,  Mr.  Crooll  will 
now  be  ready  to  acknowledge 
that  the  prophecy  in  the  hun- 
dred and  tenth  Psalm  describes 
the  present  condition  and  abode 
of  the  Messiah,  previous  to 
that  advent  which  he  contem- 
plates, agreeably  to  what  is 
said  in  the  following  remark- 
able testimony  of  Rabbi  Isaac 
Arama  on  Genesis.*^  We 
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find  no  man  nor  prophet  whose 
nativity  was  predicted  before 
the  birth  of  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, excepting  the  Messiah 
our  Righteousness:  and  to  (his 
(effe'et)  he  signified  ; From  the 
womh^  from  the  morning.^  thou 
hast  the  dew  of  thy  birth.* * 
That  is  to  say,  Before  the 
womb  of  thy  mother  was  cre- 
ated, tliy  nativity  was  foretold. 
And  to  this  (purpose)  he  sig- 
nified, Before  the  sun  his  name 
shall  be  spread  abroad  ;f  for 
even  before  the  creation  of  the 
sun,  the  name  of  our  Messiah 
was  firm  and  established,  and 
he  was  sitting  at  the  riglit  hand 
of  God,  and  this  is  what  he 
said,  Sit  thou  at  my  ri^ht 
hand.X^ 

I shall  conclude  what  I have 
to  say  under  this  head,  by  ask- 
ing Mr,  Crooll  the  following 
question;  As  he  now  ‘admits 
that  the  Messiah  was  born 
many  ages  past,,  and  was  not 
then  known  by  the  people  of 
Israel,  what  good  and  solid 
reason  can  he  give  why  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  may  not  be  the 
Messiah,  and  rejected  by  the 
Jews  because  they  knew  him 
not,  according  to  the  words  of 
the  prophet  Isaiah,  (vi.  9.) 
See  ye  indeed^  but  perceive 
not;  and  agreeably  to  what 
the  apostle  Peter  said  in  Acts 
iii.  17.  And  now<^  hrethreuy  1 wot 
that  through  ignorance  ye  did 
it^  as  also  your  rulers.  Surely 


nt'v  n»ni  un’ro  Sty  'sm  ptn 
»rc»S  sty  nrsKty  Nin  mi  Skh 

* Pjiahn  cx.  3.  + Ibid.  Ixxji.  17. 

t Ibid.  cx.  1, 

VOL.  I, 


if  Mr.  Crooll  will  receive  with 
candour  the  testimony  of  Rabbi 
Isaac  Arama  given  above,  he 
must  acjiuowledge  that  it 
strongly  corroborates  the  Chris- 
tian cause,  and  it  may  assist 
Mr.  Crooll  to  discover  the  true 
character  of  Him  whom  we 
believe  to  be  now  seated  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,  made 
an  High  Priest  for  ever  after 
tile  order  of  Melchisedek. 

ANSWER  TO  CHAP.  CXOII.  OF  MR. 

CROOLL’S  MS. 

The  argument  of  Mr.  Crooll 
in  this  chapter  is,  that  the  pro- 
phet Elijah  and  the  Messiah 
were  both  to  be  sent  to  the 
whole  nation  of  Israel ; but 
John  and  Jesus  came  in  the 
time  of  the  second  temple, 
when  only  two  tribes  inhabited 
the  land  of  Israel,  therefore 
they  could  not  be  sent  by  God. 
This  argument  is  founded  on  a 
petitio  principii.  It  takes  for 
granted  what  ought  to  be 
proved,  viz.  that  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  personal  ministry 
of  Elias  and  of  the  Messiah, 
should  be  exercised  among  the 
whole  twelve  tribes.  But  this 
is  contrary  to  what  the  scrip- 
tures testify  as  to  the  period  of 
the  Messiah’s  advent.  From 
Haggaiii.  9,  and  also  DanieUs 
prophecy  of  the  seventy  weeks, 
it  appears  that  the  Messiah  was 
to  come  during  the  period  of 
the  second  temple.  It  is  also 
undeniable  that  such  was  the 
expectation  of  Mr.  Crooll’s 
forefathers  in  the  time  that 
Christ  appeared.  Consequently 
Mr.  Crooll’s  sentiments  are  op- 
posite to  those  of  the  whole 
Jewish  nation  at  that  period, 
Jj3  B 
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tas  well  as  to  the  testimony  of 
the  prophets  Haggai  and  Da- 
niel. 

[To  be  concluded  in  our  next.\ 


TWO  LETTERS, 

rROM  A MERCHANT  IN  LONDON,  TO 
HIS  FRIEND  IN  AMSTERDAM. 

Letter  II. 

Containing  an  Account  of  a Conference 
between  a Protestant  and  a Jew* 
\Continued  from  page  341.] 

Kind  Sir, 

I think  myself  obliged,  partly 
by  mine  own  promise,  and  partly 
by  your  importunity,  to  give 
you  some  account  of  the  second 
conference  at  my  house,  which 
was  managed  by  Mr.  Beza  and 
Rabbi  Jonathan;  and,  I wish 
you  may  read  it  with  the  same 
satisfaction  that  I heard  it.  - 
After  the  company  met  (which 
was  now  a little  augmented  by 
consent)  and  all  were  seated 
and  composed,  Mr.  Beza  began, 
and  applied  himself  particu- 
larly to  Rabbi  Jonathan,  and 
said.  Sir,  you  know  the  busi- 
ness that  we  are  come  hither 
about ; that  is,  to  debate,  Whe- 
ther Jesus  of  Nazareth  be  the 
promised  Messiah  ?”  This  was 
demonstrated  at  the  last  meeting 
by  this  worthy  person  (pointing 
to  father  Salian)  by  a convinc- 
ing argument,  which  was  drawn 
from  the  many  infallible  mi- 
racles which  were  wrought  by 
himself  in  the  days  of  his  flesh, 
and  by  his  followers  afterwards 
in  his  name.  These  did  amply 
testify  that  he  came  from  God, 
and  that  the  testimony  he  gave 
of  himself  was  true,  else  God 
(as  was  then  said)  would  never 
have  set  his  own  seal  to  it.  It 


is  indeed  the  greatest  confirma- 
tion of  any  testimony  that  poor 
mortals,  who  cannot  discern  the 
essence  and  being  of  God,  are 
capable  of  receiving.  I do  not 
therefore  decline  this  argument, 
because  of  its  insufficiency  to 
prove  the  matter  in  question, 
or  because  any  thing  hath  or 
can  be  offered  to  evade  or  inva- 
lidate the  force  of  it.  But  to 
the  end  you  may  see  our  faith 
doth  not  hang  only  upon  this 
hinge,  I shall  advance  another 
argument,  to  prove  that  J esus 
of  Nazareth”  (in  whom  we 
Christians  believe)  is  the  pro- 
mised Messiah.  Besides  then 
the  testimony  of  miracles,  we 
have  the  testimony  of  the  scrip- 
tures to  this  truth  ; and  I re- 
member our  Lord  himself  doth 
appeal  to  both  these  testimo- 
nies; he  says,  The  works 
he  did  in  his  Father’s  name 
did  bear  witness  of  him;”  and 
he  bids  the  Jews,  To  search 
the  scriptures,  for  they  are  they 
which  testify  of  him.”  And  we 
find  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
that  one  Apollos  did  mightily 
convince  the  Jews,  and  that 
publicly,  shewing  by  the  scrip- 
tures that  Jesus  was  Christ. 

To  this  work  then  I shall 
immediately  apply  myself,  and, 
as  I remember,  it  is  that  which 
I promised,  and,  I suppose, 
you  expect. 

Rabbi  J onathan  assented  and 
said.  Yes,  that  was  the  proof 
they  now  expected;  only  he 
hoped,  that,  by  the  scriptures, 
he  meant  those  that  the  Chris- 
tians call  the  scriptures  of  the 
Old  Testament,  to  wit,  the 
writings  of  Moses  and  the  pro- 
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pbets,  and  the  Hagiographa. 
Mr.  Beza  replied,  tLat  he  in- 
tended no  other ; for,  he  was 
not  insensible  how  the  Jews 
would  object  against  any  cita- 
tion out  of  the  scriptures  of  the 
New  Testament;  though  he 
added,  he  could  easily  mani- 
fest (if  that  were  now  his  busi- 
ness) that  tlieie  lay  no  excep- 
tion against  them  but  what 
were  of  equal  force  against  the 
writings  of  Moses  and  all  the 
prophets;  but  that  he  should 
confine  himself  to  those  scrip- 
tures, which,  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  both  of  Jews  and 
Christians,  were  of  divine  au- 
thority. And  from  these  (said 
he)  I shall  make  good  these 
two  grand  assertion^:  1.  That 
the  promised  Messiah  is  long 
since  come.  And,  2.  That 
“ Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  he.” 
And  if  I prove  these  two  points, 

I hope  you  will  give  us  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  and 
become  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian church. 

Rabbi  Jonathan  answered, 
That  if  those  two  points 
were  clearly  and  convincingly 
proved,  he  would  presently 
renounce  Judaism,  and  be 
baptized,  and  become  a pro- 
fessor of  the  Christian  faith. 
He  only  requested,  that  it 
might  not  be  interpreted  an 
interruption,  if,  as  particular 
places  were  cited  and  urged, 
he  made  his  objections  (if  he 
had  any)  because  he  was  old, 
and  of  weak  memory,  and 
many  things  might  slip  from 
him  if  he  deferred  the  men- 
tioning of  them  till  the  end  of 
a long  discourse.  Mr.  Beza 


approved  of  his  motion,  and 
therefore  told  him  he  would 
purposely  make  a pause  now 
and  then,  to  wait  if  any  thing 
might  be  objected  or  opposed 
to  what  he  delivered. 

Then  pulling  a Hebrew 
Bible  out  of  his  pocket,  he 
laid  it  before  him,  and  thus 
proceeded  : 

Mr.  Beza. — The  first  thing  I 
propounded  to  prove  is  this, 
That  the  promised  Messiah  is 
already,  yea  long  since,  come. 
For  the  evincing  of  this  asser- 
tion, I might  urge  many  places 
out  of  Moses  and  the  prophets ; 
but  I shall  take  up  only  with 
three  which  are  most  consider- 
able. 

The  first  is  in  the  book  which 
we  call  Genesis,  in  the  Hebrew, 
Bereshith,  you  will 
find  it  in  chap.  xlix.  8,  and  10. 
There  Jacob  is  giving  his  sons 
his  last  benediction,  and  when 
he  comes  to  Judah,  he  pro- 
phesies of  him,  “ That  his 
brethren  should  praise  him, 
that  his  hands  should  be  in  the 
neck  of  his  enemies;  that  his 
father’s  children  should  bow 
down  before  him:”  And  far- 
ther, which  is  the  passage  I 
aim  at,  he  adds,  “ That  the 
sceptre  shall  not  depart  from 
Judah,  nor  a lawgiver  from 
between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh 
come,  and  unto  him  shall  the 
gathering  of  the  people  be.” 
I shall  first  explain  these  words, 
and  then  form  my  argument 
from  them.  By  Judah  here, 
is  not  meant  the  person,  but 
the  tribe  of  Judah.  Nothing 
here  spoken  of  Judah  was,  in 
any  measure,  fulfilled  in  his 
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person ; he  lived  and  died  in 
Egypt  without  pre-eminence 
among  his  brethren;  and,  if 
you  look  a little  higher,  you 
will  find  the  things  foretold  by 
Jacob,  were  such  as  concerned 
not  the  persons  of  his  sons,  but 
their  posterity  in  tlie  last  days. 
By  sceptre  and  lawgiver  is 
meant  the  ruling  and  legisla- 
tive power  that  in  process  of 
time  did  settle  and  centre  in 
that  tribe  of  Judah;  it  began 
in  David,  who  was  of  that 
tribe,  and  continued  for  some 
centuries  of  years,  though  not 
without  alterations  and  inter- 
cisions ; though  there  was  some 
variety  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment ; sometimes  it  was  mo- 
narchical, and  sometimes  aris- 
tocratical,  yet  still  the  law  and 
polity  amongst  them  was  the 
same.  By  Shiloh  is  meant  the 
Messiah,  or  the  promised  seed, 
the  seed  of  the  woman.  This 
might  be  proved  from  the  sig- 
nification of  the  word,  as  also 
from  the  following  words,  To 
him  shall  the  gatliering  of  the 
people  be,”  or,  as  some  read 
it,  To  him  shall  the  obe- 
dience of  the  nations  be.”  Now, 
to  whom  can  this  be  applied 
but  the  Messiah,  unto  whom, 
it  is  elsewhere  promised,  the 
nations  shall  seek?  The  na- 
tions of  the  earth  were  to  be 
blessed  in  him,  and  the  nations 
of  the  earth  were  to  be  ga- 
thered to  him.  Of  tliis  opi- 
nion also  were  all  your  ancient 
masters.  Nothing  is  of  greater 
authority  with  you  Jews,  than 
your  Targums.  Ben  bzziel 
renders  it.  Until  the  time 
wherein  the  King  Messiah  shall 


come ; and  Onkelos,  to  the 
same  purpose.  Until  the  Mes- 
siah shall  come  whose  is  the 
kingdom;  and  in  that  of  Jeru- 
salem. Your  learned  doctors 
thus  render  or  rather  paraphrase 
upon  this  prophecy;  Kings 
shall  not  cease  from  the  house 
of  J udah,  nor  doctors  that  teach 
the  law  from  his  children’s^ 
children,  until  the  time  that 
the  King  Messiah  do  come, 
whose  the  kingdom  is,  and  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth  shall 
be  subject  to  him.”  From  the 
words  thus  explained,'  I draw 
this  argument : If  the  sceptre 
and  lawgiver  be  departed  from 
Judah,  then  is  the  Messiah  al- 
ready come;  but  the  sceptre 
and  lawgiver  are  departed  from 
Judah;  therefore  is  the  Mes- 
siah already  come.  The  major 
proposition  is  affirmed  in  the 
text,  the  minor  cannot  be  de- 
nied hy  you  Jews  yourselves. 
You  cannot  but  acknowledge, 
that,  for  about  1600  years, 
there  hath  been  no  such  thing 
as  a tribe  of  Judah  in  any  na- 
tional or  political  constitution. 
It  is  evident,  beyond  all  con- 
tradiction, that  your  whole 
nation  hath  been  scattered  over 
the  face  of  the  earth,  and  liave 
led  a precarious  life,  under  fo- 
reign and  strange  princes,  and 
have  had  for  many  generations, 
no  law,  government,  or  autho- 
rity of  your  own  amongst  your- 
selves. This  is  not  only  con- 
fessed, but  lamented  by  some 
of  your  most  learned  Babbies. 
Kimchi  on  Hosea  thus  wTites, 
These  are  the  days'  of  capti- 
vity, wherein  w^e  have  neither 
king  nor  priest  of  Israel:  but 
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we  are  in  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  under  the  power  of 
their  kings  and  princes.”  And 
the  great  Abarbinel  on  Isaiah 
tells  us,  That  it  is  a great 
part  of  their  misery  in  their 
captivity,  that  they  have  nei- 
ther kingdom,  nor  rule,  nor 
sceptre  of  judgment;”  as  if  he 
should  have  said,  sceptre  and 
lawgiver  are  departed. 

The  precise  time  of  the  de- 
parture of  all  rule  and  autlio- 
rity  from  Judah  is  a little 
disputed;  some  say  it  was  in 
the  days  of  Herod  an  Idumean, 
who  rooted  out  the  Maccabees 
and  ISanhedrim,  whereupon  the 
Jews  put  on  sackcloth,  and 
shaved  their  heads,  and  la- 
menting, said,  “ Woe  unto  us, 
because  the  sceptre  is  departed 
from  Judah,  and  the  lawgiver 
from  between  his  feet.”  Others 
say,  it  was  at  that  time,  when 
their  country,  city,  and  temple 
were  destroyed  by  V^espasian 
and  Titus;  and  that  till  then, 
there  remains  some  footsteps 
of  rule  and  authority  amongst 
them.  I am  not  concerned  at 
present  in  this  dispute;  it  is 
enougli  to  prove  what  I affirm. 
That  it  is  long  since  ceased  and 
departed : for  that  being  abso- 
lutely and  irrecoverably  gone, 
if  there  be  any  truth  or  cer- 
tainty in  this  text,  then  Shiloh 
or  the  Messiah  is  come,  which 
was  the  thing  to  be  proved* 

Rabbi  Jonathan. — The  word 
or  Shebet)  which  you 
render  a sceptre,  doth  also  sig- 
nify a rod,  and  the  meaning  of 
the  place  may  be  this,  that  the 
rod  of  affliction  shall  be  upon 


"the  back  of  Judah,  till  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah. 

Mr.  Beza. — I will  not  deny, 
but  that  or  Shebet,  doth 

properly  signify  a rod  or  staff; 
but  its  metapliorical  and  most 
usual  signification  is  a sceptre  or 
ensign  of  rule  and  government, 
and  so  it  must  necessarily  be  read 
and  rendered  in  other  places; 
as  in  Ps.  xlv.  “ The  sceptre  of 
thy  kingdom  is  a right  sceptre.” 
And  in  Numb.  xxiv.  ‘‘  There 
shall  come  a star  out  of  Jacob, 
and  a sceptre  shall  arise  out  of 
Israel.”  And  that  the  word 
must  be  thus  read  and  ren- 
dered in  the  prophecy  before 
us,  is  plain,  because  it  is  joined 
with  ppnb,  or  Mechoheck^  a 
lawgiver,  or  one  that  hath  au- 
thority to  write,  or  prescribe 
laws  to  be  observed.  This  then 
is  here  foretold,  that  there  shall 
be  a continuance  of  a sovereign 
power  in  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
when  the  kingly  government 
shall  cease,  till  the  coming  of 
Christ,  in  the  great  Sanhedrim 
and  in  other  governors.  And 
it  is  with  respect  to  this  pro- 
phecy, that  God  in  Ps.  lx.  and 
in  Ps.  cviii.  calls  Judah  his 
lawgiver;  and,  in  1 Chron. 
xxviii.  4.  it  is  said,  he 
hath  chosen  Judah  to  be  his 
ruler.  And  that  it  cannot  be 
meant  of  a rod  of  affliction  or 
correction,  is  as  evident;  be* 
cause  a long  while  after  this 
prophecy,  especially  in  the 
reign  of  David  and  Solomon, 
the  tribe  of  Judah  was  in  a 
flourishing  and  prosperous  con- 
dition. 

Rabbi  Jonathan.— But  if  this 
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be  meant  of  the  coming  of 
Christ,  then  he  was  exhibited 
long  before  you  yourselves  say 
be  was  born ; for  the  sceptre 
departed  from  Judah  in  the 
Babylonish  captivity,  and  after- 
wards in  the  days  of  the  Assa- 
monei,  or  the  Maccabees. 

Mr.  Beza.^The  sceptre  was 
not  departed  from  J udah  in  the 
Babylonish  captivity,  but  only 
suppressed  for  a season;  and 
God  by  his  prophets  did  pro- 
mise the  restoring  of  it  after 
seventy  years;  and  accordingly 
it  was  actually  restored;  for 
after  the  captivity,  the  Jews 
were  governed  by  dukes,  who 
were  of  the  tribe  of  J udah,  as 
Zerubbabel  and  his  posterity, 
to  whom  were  added  scribes, 
as  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  &c.  And 
as  for  the  Maccabees,  they 
were  of  the  mother’s  side  from 
Judah,  and  with  them  were 
joined  the  Sanhedrim,  consist- 
ing of  seventy- two  elders,  most 
of  the  tribe  of  J udah  and  family 
of  David,  who  continued  in  the 
government  of  that  people,  till 
Herod  Ascalonite,  an  Idumean 
and  a stranger,  did  root  them 
all  out.  These  things  are  fully 
testified  by  Josephus  an  ap- 
proved historian,  and  other 
authentic  records. 

Rabbi  Jonathan. — Well,  Sir, 
you  may  proceed. 

Mr.  Beza. — The  second  tes- 
timony which  proves  the  Mes- 
siah to  be  long  since  come,  is 
taken  out  of  the  prophecy  of 
Daniel.  You  will  find,  chap.  ix. 
24 — 27,  “ Seventy  weeks  are 
determined  upon  thy  people, 
and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to 


finish  the  transgression,  and 
to  make  an  end  of  sin,  and  to 
make  reconciliation  for  ini- 
quity, and  to  bring  in  ever- 
lasting righteousness,  and  to 
seal  up  the  vision  and  pro- 
phecy, and  to  anoint  the  most 
holy.  Know  therefore  and  un- 
derstand, that  from  the  going 
forth  of  the  commandment  to 
restore  and  to  build  Jerusalem, 
unto  the  Messiah  the  Prince, 
shall  be  seven  weeks,  and  three- 
score and  two  weeks,  the  street 
shall  be  built  again,  and  the 
wall,  even  in  troublous  times. 
And  after  threescore  and  two 
weeks  shall  Messiah  be  cut  oflP, 
but  not  for  himself;  and  the 
people  of  the  Prince  that  shall 
come,  shall  destroy  the  city, 
and  the  sanctuary,  and  the  end 
thereof  shall  be  with  a flood, 
and  unto  the  end  of  the  war 
desolations  are  determined. 
And  he  shall  confirm  the  cove- 
nant with  many  for  one  week; 
and,  in  the  midst  of  the  week, 
he  shall  cause  the  sacrifice  and 
the  oblation  to  cease,  and  for 
the  overspreading  of  abomina- 
tions he  shall  make  it  desolate, 
even  until  the  consummation, 
and  that  determined  shall  be 
poured  upon  the  desolate.” 

I intend  not  a large  explica- 
tion of  this  prophecy;  this  I 
desire  may  be  attended  to,  that 
the  true  Messiah  promised  unto 
the  fathers  is  here  spoken  of. 
That  there  is  a time  limited  for 
his  coming,  and  that  this  time 
is  long  since  past  and  gone. 

That  the  true  Messiah  is  here 
spoken  of,  is  evident:  he  is 
twice  called  by  that  very  name ; 
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and  indeed  the  name  of  the 
Messiah,  as  appropriated  unto 
the  promised  seed,  is  taken  from 
this  place  or  prophecy  alone  : 
for  it  is  no  where  used  of  him 
absolutely  but  here.  And  the 
addition  of  the  word  or 

Nagid,  the  Prinpe,  or  the  su- 
preme ruler,  doth  make  it  yet 
more  evident;  for  this  word  in 
sundry  other  places,  is  pecu- 
liarly applied  to  the  Messiah. 
(See  in  Isa.  xlv.  4.)  “ I have 

given  him  (to  wit,  the  Christ) 
to  be  or  Nagid^  a leader, 
or  a prince  of  the  people.”  A 
learned  critic  hath  well  ob- 
served, that  these  words 

or  Messiah  Nagid^  that 
is,  Messiah  the  Prince,  are 
written  in  such  Hebrew,  as 
must  needs  argue  it  a proper 
name,  and  as  is  not  to  be  found 
again  in  all  the  Bible. 

To  which  may  be  added,  the 
person  here  spoken  of,  is  not 
only  called  Messiah,  and  Mes- 
siah the  Prince,  but  he  is  also 
called  the  Most  Holy,  or  the 
Holy  of  Hpjies.  The  most 
holy  place  in  the  tabernacle 
and  temple  was  so  called  ; but 
that  cannot  be  here  intended. 
The  holy  place  in  the  second 
temple  was  never  anointed ; for 
it  was  not  lawful  for  them  to 
make  the  holy  oil;  and  besides, 
that  was  burnt  with  tire,  and 
utterly  destroyed  about  the  ex- 
piration of  these  weeks.  It  is 
therefore  the  person,  that  the 
holy  place  typifies,  that  is  here 
spoken  of.  The  name  of  the 
type  is  given  to  the  antitype; 
he  is  the  Most  Holy  that  was 
anointed ; that  is,  he  was  made 
a Messiah.  And  a great  Rabbi 


of  your  own  doth  thus  expound 
it  : this  Holy  of  Holies  is  the 
Messiah  who  is  anointed  or 
.sanctified  from  amongst  the 
sons  of  David. 

And  for  a further  confirma- 
tion of  this,  do  but  consider 
what  work  is  here  assigned  to 
be  done  by  this  person,  and  you 
must  conclude  it  is  the  Messiah 
that  is  here  intended.  Who,  but 
he,  could  finish  or  take  away 
transgression,  and  make  an  end 
of  sin,  and  make  reconciliation 
for  iniquity,  and  bring  in  ever- 
lasting righteousness,  and  seal 
up  vision  and  prophecy,  and 
confirm  the  covenant  with  many, 
and  cause  the  sacrifice  and  obla- 
tion to  cease  ? If  these  works 
could  be  wrought  by  any  other 
than  the  Messiah,  we  had  rea- 
son to  desire  him  more  than 
the  Messiah  himself. 

Rabbi  Jonathan. — I confess 
you  have  urged  good  reasons, 
why  the  Messiah  promised  to 
our  fathers,  should  be  spoken 
of  by  Daniel  the  prophet ; yet 
you  must  give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  our  learned  men  are 
of  opinion,  that  all  this  is 
spoken  of  Cyrus  the  Persian 
emperor,  and  that  he  is  Mes- 
siah the  Prince;  and  history 
tells  us  how  he  was  slain  or 
cut  off*.  As  for  the  true  Mes- 
siah, we  read  in  the  law,  that 
he  abideth  for  ever.  And  we 
are  confirmed  the  more  in  this 
opinion,  because  in  Isaiah  the 
prophet,  he  is  called  the  Lord’s 
Messiah.  If  you  please,  you 
may  consult  the  place  in  the 
beginning  of  that  which  you 
call  chap.  xlv.  of  that'  pro-r 
phecy. 
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Mr.  Beza. — I am  not  igno- 
rant tliat  some  of  the  modern 
Rabbles  have  interpreted  Da- 
niel’s propliec}^  of  Cyrus  ; for 
some  ages  they  have  abhorred 
nothing  more,  than  that  the 
true  Messiah  should  be  there 
intended;  for  if  once  they  yield 
to  that,  then  they  must  give  up 
their  cause,  and  they  have  no 
cloak  for  their  unbelief ; be- 
cause, as  1 shall  shew  by  and  by, 
the  time  limited  for  the  coming 
and  cutting  oft*  the  Messiah,  is 
long  since  expired.  This  pro- 
phecy therefore,  if  it  hath  any 
truth  in  it,  must  have  had  its 
accomplishment:  and  it  argues 
the  deplorable  case  of  the  J ews, 
and  desperate  shifts  they  are 
put  to,  that  they  can  find  no 
more  probable  person  than 
Cyrus  to  accommodate  this 
prophecy  to.  I pray  do  but 
consider,  which  of  all  those 
works  the  Messiah  was  to  do, 
can  in  any  tolerable  sense  be 
applied  to  Cyrus?  Did  he 
take  away  sin  ? or  bring  in  an 
everlasting  righteousness  ? or 
make  reconciliation  for  ini- 
quity ? or  seal  up  vision  and 
prophecy  ? or  confirm  the  co- 
venant with  many  ? or  cause 
the  sacrifice  and  oblation  to 
cease?  Nay,  was  there  any 
such  thing  as  sacrifice  or  obla- 
tion in  his  days,  for  him  to  put 
an  end  to?  Nay,  was  not  he 
a mean  of  reviving  sacrifices 
and  oblations  in  after  times  ? 

Again,  let  it  be  considered, 
that  the  limited  time  here 
spoken  of,  doth  begin  from  the 
going  forth  of  the  command- 
ment to  restore  and  to  build 
Jerusalem,  that  is  expressed  in 


the  prophecy.  Now,  some 
learned  men  and  good  chrono- 
logers  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
commandment  here  spoken  of, 
'did  not  commence  or  begin  till 
many  years  after  Cyrus’s  death. 
This  is  evident,  that  there  were 
several  commandments  and  de- 
crees from  the  Persian  empe- 
rors about  this  matter.  The 
first  was  made  by  Cyrus,  in 
the  first  year  of  his  empire ; 
and  some  think  this  was  not 
the  commandment  spoken  of 
in  Daniel,  because  it  was  only 
for  the  building  of  the  tem- 
ple; whereas  that  of  Daniel 
was  for  the  building  of  Jeru- 
salem : besides,  it  had  little  or 
no  efi*ect;  within  the  space  of 
three  or  four  years  it  came  to 
nothing,  till  anon  after  the 
death  of  Cyrus,  there  came 
forth  another  decree  from  Da- 
rius (supposed  to  be  Darius 
Hystaspes  the  third  emperor 
of  the  Persians)  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  temple.  Of  this  we 
read,  Ezravi.  and  it  seems  to 
be  a revival  of  the  decree  of 
Cyrus  : the  roll  whereof,  upon 
search  made,  was  found  at 
Achmet  in  the  province  of  the 
Medes.  Besides  this  decree  of 
Cyrus  and  Darius,  we  read  of 
another  decree  or  command- 
ment of  Artaxerxes,  in  Ezra  vii. 
who  is  supposed  to  be  he  that 
was  called  Longimanus.  This 
was  a more  authentic  decree 
or  commandment  than  cither  of 
the  former ; for  it  was  made, 
as  it  is  in  Ezra  vii.  J4,  by  the 
king  and  his  seven  counsellors,, 
which  was 'the  highest  legisla- 
tive power  among  the  Persians. 
Here  was  not  only  a procla- 
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mation  of  liberty,  but  a formal 
commission,  and  that  from  the 
king  and  his  council.  Autho- 
rity is  given  to  Ezra  to  erect  a 
civil  government  and  a magis- 
tracy among  the  people,  with 
power  over  the  estates,  liber- 
ties, and  lives  of  men  ; and 
this  is  likely  to  be*  the  com- 
mandment for  the  building  of 
Jerusalem:  for  it  is  not  walls 
and  houses,  so  much  as  rule 
and  government,  that  makes  or 
constitutes  a city. 

And  if  the  going  forth  of  the 
commandment,  to  restore  and 
build  Jerusalem,  which  is  the 
epocha  of  time  now  limited 
and  determined,  be  understood, 
as  it  is  by  some,  of  the  first 
decree  or  commandment  of 
Cyrus,  then  he  cannot  be  Mes- 
siah the  Prince,  at  whose  cut- 
ting off,  the  time  must  deter- 
mine. He  did  not  live  long 
after  that  commandment.  The 
temple  was  not  built,  nor  was 
there  any  sacrifice  or  oblation 
therein  during  all  his  short 
reign.  The  things  here  fore- 
told, were  not  accomplished 
till  above  four  hundred  years 
after  his  death. 

It  is  true,  he  is  once  called 
the  anointed  of  the  Lord^  be- 
cause he  was  designed  and 
employed  by  God  in  that 
special  service  of  ruining  the 
Babylonian  empire:  but  dolli 
it  therefore  follow,  that  he  is 
intended  in  this  prophecy, 
when  no  one  word  or  circum- 
stance therein  is  applicable  to 
him?  and  when  he  was  dead 
some  hundreds  of  years  before 
the  determined  time  mentioned 
did  expire ; you  may  as  well 

VOL.  I. 


say  Saul  or  Zedekiah  is  in- 
tended, seeing  both  of  them 
are  called  in  scripture  the 
Lord’s  anointed. 

Having  thus  proved  that  the 
true  and  only  Messiah  is  here 
spoken  of,  it  remains  now  that 
I should  shew  how  the  time 
limited  for  his  coming  is  long 
since  expired.  This  is  ex- 
pressly said  to  be  seventy 
weeks  from  the  going  forth  of 
the  commandment  to  restore 
and  build  J erusalem.  That  by 
seventy  weeks  are  to  be  under- 
stood seventy  sevens  of  years, 
a day  being  put  for  a year, 
and  a week  for  seven  years, 
which  makes  full  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety  years,  is  gene- 
rally owned  by  the  Jews  as  well 
as  the  Christians.  The  learned 
Kimchi  upon  this  place  doth 
acknowledge  it;  so  doth  Jar- 
chi,  Rabbi  Leadias,  and  others. 
And  that  four  hundred  and 
ninety  years  are  gone  and  past 
since  the  commandment  came 
forth  for  the  rebuilding  and  re- 
storing of  Jerusalem,  I sup- 
pose will  not  be  denied.  There 
are  above  six  times  seventy 
weeks  from  that  time  to  this. 
This  then  will  inevitably  fol- 
low, That  the  Messiah  is  long 
since  come'. 

Rabbi  Jonathan. — The  Chris- 
tians themselves  cannot  agree 
when  these  seventy  weeks  did 
begin  or  end  ; which  weakens 
their  argument  from  this  pro- 
phecy. 

Mr.  Beza.  — It  is  confest, 
what  you  say  is  true : there 
is  a great  difference  amongst 
learned  men,  in  their  compu- 
tation of  Daniel’s  weeks ; they 
.^c 
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are  not  agreed,  as  I said  be- 
Ibre,  at  which  of  the  command- 
ments for  the  building  of  Jeru- 
salem tliey  do  begin;  nor  at 
which  of  these  two  seasons  they 
end ; wliether  at  the  death  of 
the  PJessiah,  or  at  the  utter 
subversion  and  destruction  of 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem.  And 
there  is  some  difference  also  in 
tlieir  accounts,  which  is  occa- 
sioned by  the  defect  of  history; 
the  number  and  years  of  the 
Persian  kings,  through  whose 
reigns -that  account  runs,  is 
dificrenlly  recorded  by  most 
authentic  historians:  but  ail 

this  doth  nothing  invalidate  my 
argument,  nor  is  that  at  all 
concerned  in  the  chronological 
computation  of  those  times,  or 
of  Daniel’s  weeks.  It  is  suffi- 
cient to  my  purpose,  that,  by 
the  consent  of  all,  the  lime  is 
long  since  past,  and  therefore 
the  Messiah  is  long  since  come. 
And  this  I might  further  tell 
you, that  the  differences  amongst 
the  Jews  about  the  beginning 
and  ending  of  the  seventy  years’ 
captivity,  are  more,  and  greater, 
than  the  differences  amongst 
Christians  about  the  seventy 
weeks  in  this  prophecy:  yea, 
the  ancient  Jew  s were  so  con- 
vinced the  Messiah  was  to  come 
about  the  time  that  these  se- 
venty weeks  did  determine, 
that  nothing  extraordinary  did 
appear  in  any  person,  but  pre- 
sently they  were  in  suspense 
whether  he  were  the  Messiah. 
Yea,  Josephus  tells  us  in  his 
seventh  book  of  the  Jewish 
Wars,  tliat  it  was  their  confi- 
dent expectation  of  the  Mes- 
siah’s coming  about  that  season, 


that  put  tliem  upon  that  un- 
equal and  fatal  war  with  the 
Romans.  Yea,  and  the  Tal- 
mud tells  us,  they  were  the 
more  obstinate  in  the  war,  by 
thefr  daily  and  hourly  expec- 
tation, that  their  Messiah,  who 
was  to  come  about  that  time, 
would  appear  to  their  help  ; 
and  seeing  (as  they  thought) 
he  came  not  then,  they  have 
now  no  other  account  or  rec- 
konijig:  yea,  in  their  Talmud 
they  curse  those  who  compute 
the  time  in  which  the  Messiah 
shall  come. 

After  a little  pause,  when 
nothing  was  objected,  Mr.  Beza 
proceeded,  and  said,  1 shall 
turn  you  to  a third  and  last 
testimony  that  I shall  bring  to 
prove  the  Messiah  is  long  since 
come;  and  that  is  in  the  pro- 
phecy ofMalachi,  chap.  iii.  1. 
“ Behold,  I will  send  my  mes- 
senger, and  he  shall  prepare 
the  way  before  me,  and  the 
Lord  whom  ye  seek  he  shall 
suddenly  come  to  his  temple, 
even  the  messenger  of  the  cove- 
nant whom  you  delight  in; 
behold  he  shall  come,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts.”  That  the  Mes- 
siah is  the  subject  here  spoken 
of,  is  granted  by  the  Jews 
themselves.  Aben  Ezra,  Ram- 
bam  and  Kirnchi,  and  others 
of  your  learned  masters,  apply 
this  prophecy  to  him.  The 
words  of  Kirnchi  are  express  : 
“ This  is  the  King,  the  Mes- 
siah, and  this  is  the  Angel  of 
the  covenant.”  The  Messiah 
was  the  Lord  whom  the  Jews 
your  fathers  sought,  whose 
coming  they  long  looked  for, 
and  earnestly  prayed  for.  He 
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was  the  Angel  of  the  covenant, 
God’s  messenger,  who  was,  as 
w’c  observed  before  out  of  Da- 
niel, to  confirm  the  covenant 
witli  many.  By  him  tlie  new 
covenant  was  to  be  confirmed 
and  ratified.  Now,  tiiat  which 
is  predicated  of  the  Messiah  by 
this  prophet,  is  this.  That  he 
should  come  suddenly  to  his 
temple  ; his  coming  there  must 
be  whilst  the  temple  was  yet 
standing  and  in  being.  And 
it  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
prophet  Haggai  tells  us,  (Hag. 
ii.  9.)  That  the  glory  of  the 
latter  house  shall  be  greater 
than  the  former,  because  the 
Messiah,  who  is  there  called  the 
Desire  of  all  nations,  shall  in 
a little  while  come  to  it,  and 
afford  it  his  personal  presence. 
Y ou  know  yourselves,  that  in 
respect  of  any  other  glory,  the 
latter  temple  was  far  inferior  to 
the  former.  It  was  not  com- 
parable with  it  for  magnificence 
of  structure;  hence  it  is  that 
those  of  the  fathers  who  were 
ancient  men,  and  had  seen  the 
first  house,  when  the  founda- 
tion of  the  other  was  laid,  wept 
with  a loud  voice ; it  grieved 
them  to  think  what  a dispro- 
portion there  was  like  to  be 
betwixt  the  former  and  the 
latter  house. 

Rabbi  Jonathan. — But  this 
second  temple  w as  greatly  beau- 
tified and  enlarged  by  Herod 
about  three  hundred  years  after 
it  was  built,  and  it  might  be 
said  with  respect  thereto,  that 
the  glory  of  the  latter  house 
should  be  great  above  that  of 
the  former. 

Mr.  Beza. — It  is  true,  the 


latter  house  was  greatly  beau- 
tified by  Herod,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  it  was  enlarged 
by  him ; he  built  it  higher, 
but  it  was  still  upon  the  old 
foundation ; and  when  he  had 
finished  what  he  undertook,^ 
tliere  was  no  comparison  be- 
twixt this  and  the  former  tem- 
ple. Do  but  consider  the  trea- 
sure that  David  provided,  be- 
sides what  Solomon  added  for 
the  building  of  the  first  house; 
we  find  it  was  100,000  talents 
of  gold,  and  1,000,000  talents 
of  silver,  besides  brass  and 
iron  without  weight.  We  may 
rationally  compute,  that  Herod, 
in  all  his  wealth  and  glory,  was 
not  worth  one  tenth  part  of  this 
treasure ; nay,  all  Herod’s  re- 
venue was  hardly  sufficient  to 
find  bread  for  Solomon’s  work- 
men, which  were  above  330,000 
men ; nor  is  it  likely  that  he 
employed  so  many  in  the  whole 
work  as  Solomon  did  to  over- 
see his  labourers.  But  besides 
the  magnificence  of  the  fabric, 
there  were  sundry  privileges 
which  added  a great  glory  to 
the  first  temple,  that  were  want- 
ing in  the  second,  viz.  fire 
from  heaven  to  consume  the 
sacrifices,  Urim  and  Thum- 
mim,  the  ark  of  the  covenant, 
the  mercy-seat,  the  cherubims, 
and  oracles  from  thence,  the 
cloud  filling  the  temple,  the 
spirit  of  prophecy;  these  in- 
deed were  the  chiefest  glory  of 
the  first  temple;  and  the ’Jews 
acknowledge  this,  as  they  do 
in  their  Talmud,  that  all  these 
privileges  and  pledges  of  God’s 
presence  were  wanting  in  the 
second  temple:  with  what  face 
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llieii  can  you  compare  the  one 
\vitli  the  other,  or  prefer  the 
glory  of  the  one  to  the  glory 
of  the  other  ? There  was  no- 
thing, doubtless,  that  gave  the 
latter  house  this  preference,  or 
rendered  it  more  glorious  than 
the  former,  but  his  coming  to 
it,  and  appearing  in  it,  who 
was  the  Lord  whom  they 
sought,  cind  who  was  the  De- 
sire of  all  nations,  or  one  to  be 
desired  by  them. 

The  exhibiting  of  him  to  the 
world,  was  the  end  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  temple,  and  of  all 
the  worship  therein  performed: 
and  so,  by  his  coming  unto  it, 
more  abundant  honour  and 
glory  was  conferred  upon  it. 

Thus,  I hope,  1 have  suffi- 
ciently proved,  that  the  Mes- 
siah was  to  come  during  the 
standing  of  the  second  temple; 
and  that  being  long  since  ut- 
terly destroyed,  (as  it  has  been 
for  above  these  1700  years)  it 
must  needs  follow  that  the 
Messiah  is  long  since  come, 
which  was  the  thing  to  be 
proved. 

[TV)  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 


THE  MESSIAH. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor, 

Gentlemen, 

I HAVE  lately  been  perusing 
a French  work,  entitled.  La 
Mere  Chretienne,  printed  at 
the  Hague  in  1723.  Many 
parts  of  it  have  struck  me  as 
likely,  under  God’s  blessing, 
to  be  useful  to  the  Jewish 
people.  I have  sent  you  the 
following  extract  as  a speci- 
men, and  if  you  approve  of  it, 


I shall  be  happy  to  send  you 
more  for  future  insertion. 

I am,  &c.  C.  P. 

The  knowledge  of  the  Mes- 
siah is  as  necessary  to  every 
child  of  Adam,  as  it  was  to 
Adam  himself.  The  first  pro- 
mise of  this  extraordinary  per- 
sonage was  given  to  Satan  in 
the  hearing  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
and  w as  afterwards  renewed  to 
the  patriarchs.  He  was  pre- 
figured by  many  of  the  saints 
of  old,  and  under  the  ceremo- 
nial law;  and  he  was  conti- 
nually announced  by  the  pro- 
phets, until  the  fulness  of  the 
time  came,  when  this  seed  of 
the  woman”  was  to  be  born.  Our 
first  parents,  and  all  the  saints 
before  the  coming  of  the  pro- 
mised Messiah,  were  not  only 
saved  by  faith  in  him,  but  they 
actually  knew  God  as  Chris- 
tians. To  know  him  only  by 
the  works  of  creation,  is  to  know 
him  as  an  heathen ; to  know  him 
only  as  the  Supreme  Governor 
of  the  universe  and  the  Dis- 
penser of  temporal  good,  is  the 
knowledge  of  an  infidel; — but 
to  know  him  as  a God  of  love, 
who  claims  the  whole  heart, 
who  offers  himself  to  man,  who 
unites  himself  to  the  soul  by 
making  it  sensible  of  its  great 
misery  and  his  rich  mercy, 
filling  it  with  filial  fear  and 
humility,  love,  and  confidence; 
and  who,  while  he  makes  it 
feel  its  own  uiiworthiness  and 
helplessness,  shows  it  at  the 
same  time  that  he  alone  is  able 
to  help,  and  willing  to  save, 
and  make  it  worthy  of  himself; 
this  is  to  know  God  as  a Chris- 
tian. But  in  order  to  attain 
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this  knowledge,  we  must  first 
be  convinced  of  our  unworthi- 
ness and  our  absolute  need  of 
a mediator  to  give  us  access  to 
so  great  and  holy  a being.  The 
knowledge  of  God  without  a 
deep  sense  of  our  own  unwor- 
thiness, engenders  pride;  and 
the  knowledge  of  our  unwor- 
thiness without  an  acquaintance 
with  the  Mediator,  produces 
despair ; but  the  knowledge  of 
the  Mediator  preserves  us  from 
both  evils'.  It  likewise  fills  us 
with  humility  and  hope,  be- 
cause on  the  one  hand  it  exhi- 
bits a holy  God,  on  the  other 
a rebel-man,  and  intermedi- 
ately a Redeemer,  who  recon- 
ciles us  by  his  atonement,  and 
justifies  us  by  his  righteous- 
ness. It  is  very  possible  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  God 
without  being  sensible  of  our 
sinfulness;  and  we  may  know 
that  we  are  sinners  and  that 
God  is  just,  and  yet  be  igno- 
rant of  the  way  of  escape  from 
the  righteous  punishment  which 
our  sins  deserve;  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  know  Jesus 'Christ 
without  knowing  God,  and  our 
guilt,  and  remedy,  because 
Jesus  Christ  is  not  only  very 
God,  but  a Saviour-God, — 
himself  the  Repairer  of  the 
breach  which  sin  has  made. 
To  know  God  devoid  of  justice 
and  holiness,  is  not  to  l^ow 
him  scTi'pturally ; and  to  know 
him  devoid  of  mercy,  and  con- 
sequentl}’  of  love,  which  he 
has  so  richly  displayed  in  de- 
vising a way  of  return  to  him- 
self, without  dishonouring  his 
own  justice  and  holiness  (well 
knowing  man’s  inability  lo  turn 


to  him  by  his  own  strength) — 
to  know  him  in  this  way  is  an 
insult  to  his  majesty,  a robbery 
of  his  glory,  and  in  a manner 
a denial  of  his  existence.  God 
can  only  be  truly  known  in 
Christ,  because  we  then  view 
him  in  all  his  glorious  perfec- 
tions— in  his  holiness,  which 
cannot  endure  sin, — in  his  jus- 
tice, which  punishes  it, — and 
in  his  mercy,  which  pardons 
transgressors.  Both  his  wis- 
dom and  his  infinity  shine 
forth  in  the  satisfaction  which 
he  exacts,  and  in  the  mercy 
which  he  dispenses.  In  this 
way  was  God  known'to  Adam 
and  to  every  saint  in  every  age. 

It  was  expedient  that  the 
Messiah  should  be  both  God 
and  man  united  in  one  Christ. 
It  was  expedient  that  he  should 
point  out  by  his  doctrine  and 
his  example,  the  way  in  which 
we  ought  to  walk,  in  order  to 
please  God.  It  was  expedient 
that  he  should  prove  his  mis- 
sion by  miracles ; that  he 
should  suffer  death  in  his  hu- 
man nature  for  the  expiation 
of  sin,  and  also  that  he  should 
declare  our  deliverance  and  the 
acceptance  of  his  sacrifice,  by 
such  striking  evidences,  as  that 
no  attentive  observer  of  God’s 
works  could  doubt  our  recon- 
ciliation to  his  favour,  and  our 
restoration  to  our  heavenly  in- 
heritance. The  saints  have 
always  viewed  the  Saviour  of 
the  world  in  all  these  offices. 
God  graciously  caused  him  to 
be  announced  and  seen  in  all 
these  characters,  but  in  a way 
always  suited  to  the  state  of 
mankind,  mingling  the  know- 
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lecl^e  of  a deliverer  with  some 
visible  signs,  for  the  benetit  of 
those  who  earnestly  sought  an 
interest  in  him,  but  which  w ere 
rendered  obscure  to  those  who 
were  indifferent  about  him,  thus 
fulfilling  the  prediction  of  the 
prophet,  that  he  was  to  be  for 
a sanctuary  to  some,  and  a 
stone  of  stumbling  to  others. 
(Isa.  viii.  14.)  He  was  an- 
nounced in  a way  of  light  and 
obscurity,  clear  enough  to  all 
who  ardently  desired  him,  but 
obscure  to  all  who  set  him 
at  nought.  God  himself  was 
pleased  to  announce  him  to 
Adam  and  Eve,  in  whose  pre- 
sence he  cursed  the  serpent,  in 
order  to  impress  upon  their 
minds  the  greatest  horror  of 
sin;  but  so  far  was  God  from 
purposing  their  destruction, 
which  they  justly  dreaded, 
that  he  immediately  afterwards 
comforts  them  with  the  pro- 
mise of  a Repairer,”  w ho 
should  frustrate  the  design  of 
Satan  to  entail  misery  upon 
themselves  and  all  their  poste- 
rity;— one  who  should  bear  in 
his  own  body  the  penally  of 
their  disobedience,  and  by  his 
meritorious  death  purchase  for 
them  the  life  which  they  had 
forfeited.  God  said  to  the  ser- 
pent, He  shall  bruise  thy 
head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  his 
heel.”  (Gen.  iii.  15.)*  Adam 
might  plainly  understand  by 
these  words,  that  God  was  un- 
willing that  he  and  his  posterity 
should  be  involved  in  the  mi- 
sery which  his  transgression 
deserved,  for  he  promised  that 
the  seed  of  the  woman  should 


bruise  the  head  of  the  deceiver. 
Adam  might  likewise  clearly 
perceive  that  by  the  head  of  the 
serpent  God  meant  the  head  of 
Satan,  and  that  tlie  seed  of  the 
woman  * referred  to  him  who 
was  in  after  ages  to  be  miracu- 
lously born  of  a virgin,  and  w ho 
should  possess  all  the  requisite 
qualifications  to  overcome  the 
devil,  and  repair  in  a manner 
worthy  of  the  holiness  and  jus- 
tice of  God  the  ruin  of  which 
Satan  was  the  author.  Adam 
might  further  comprehend  that 
by  bruising  his  heel.,  God  in- 
tended to  convey  that  this  won- 
derful person  to  be  born  of 
a virgin,  should  suffer  bodily 
death;  the  body  being  in  re- 
ference to  the  whole  man,  who 
is  composed  of  body-  and  soul, 
what  the  heel  is  to  the  body, 
that  is,  the  inferior  part  con- 
nected with  the  earth ; but  that 
this  death,  so  far  from  extend- 
ing to  his  soul,  was  not  even  to 
have  entire  possession  of  his 
body.  The  serpent  was  only 
to  bruise  the  heel^  or  in  other 
words,  to  dissolve  what  was 
most  earthly  in  the  body;  for 
liad  not  the  malice  of  the  old 
serpent  been  confined  to  this, 
it  would  not  have  been  so  ex- 
pressed ; and  if  Satan  had  suc- 
ceeded in  the  ruin  either  of  his 
soul  or  his  body,  by  making 
him-  positively  miserable  either 
in  one  or  the  other,  then  it 
could  not  have  been  said  with 
any  propriety,  that  the  seed  of 
the  woman  would  bruise  his 


* The  reader  is  requested  to  search  in 
the  Hebrew  scriptures  whether  the  ex- 
pression “ seed  of  tlie  woman^'  is  to  be 
found  in  an>  other  place  than  Gen.  iii.  15. 
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liead ; because  the  lieacl  repre- 
sents the  zi)hole^  and  (his  being 
to  be  destro^^ed,  according  to 
God’s  promise,  the  seed  must 
necessarily  an  nih  ilate  the  power 
of  Satan,  crush  his  designs, 
and  bestow  upon  mankind  solid 
and  durable  happiness  both  of 
body  and  soul.  God  gave 
Adam  and  Eve  faith  in  a Re- 
deemer, and  by  a stedfast  be- 
lief in  the  promise  of  God,  they 
both  enjoyed  peace  of  con- 
science and  rest  of  soul.  He 
did  not  express  himself  in 
eJearer  language,  that  their 
thoughts  and  their  hopes  might 
be  turned  toward  “ The  Re- 
storer that  they  might  be 
led  to  meditate  continually 
upon  him,  to  seek  him  by 
prayer,  to  humble  themselves 
before  God,  and  expect  pardon 
and  grace  only  by  maintaining 
this  faith  which  united  them  to 
a God  of  holiness  and  justice, 
love  and  compassion,  and 
always  kept  them  in  a state 
of  huriiilify,  watchfidness,  and 
confidence. 

God  has  at  all  times  pre- 
served his  people  in  the  faith 
of  the  Saviour,  whom  he  has 
exhibited  in  the  lives  of  almost 
all  the  patriarchs.  The  fol- 
lowing are  evident  types  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

ADAM. 

Adam  so  much  resembled 
him,  that  St.  Paul  calls  Jesus 
Christ  the  second  Adam.  In  fact 
Adam  and  Jesus  Christ  were 
both  the  work  of  God,  without 
the  co-operation  of  man.  The 
first  is  the  head  of  the  world, 
and  the  second  the  head  of  the 


church.  Adam  was  made  a 
living  soul,  and  Christ  a quick- 
ening Spirit.  God  caused  a 
deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam, 
when  he  took  out  one  of  his 
ribs  and  made  of  it  a woman  ; 
and  the  sleep  of  dcatli  fell 
upon  the  second  Adam,  which 
produced  his  spouse  the  church. 
Speaking  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
God  said,  they  shall  be  one 
flesh  and  Jesus  Christ  speaks 
of  himself  and  his  disciples 
being  one,  as  he  and  the  Fa- 
ther are  one.  This  is  what 
St.  Paul  calls  a great  mystery, 
and  one  which  angels  cannot 
comprehend.  The  grand  dif- 
ference between  the  type  and 
the  antitype  is  in  this,  that  sin 
entered  into  the  world  by  the 
first  marriage,  and  death  by 
sin  ; but,  by  the  second,  “ grace 
reigns  through  righteousness 
unto  eternal  life.”  Rom.  v. 

ABEL. 

Abel,  the  son  of  Adam,  was 
a shepherd,  and  Jesus  Christ 
calls  himself  the  good  Shep- 
herd.” Abel  presented  to  God 
an  acceptable  offering;  and 
Jesus  Christ  offered  up  himself 
a sacrifice  of  a sweet-smelling 
savour.  Abel  was  slain  inno- 
cently, being  cruelly  put  to 
death  by  his  own  brother ; and 
Jesus  Christ  was  cut  off  out  of 
the  land  of  the  living  (Isa.  liii.) 
for  the  sins  of  mankind,  being 
himself  holy,  harmless,  and 
separate  from  sinners.  He  was 
delivered  by  his  brethren  the 
Jews  to  be  crucified,  amongst 
whom  he  was  brought  up,  and 
distinguished  by  many  ' won- 
derful works  done  before  theii 
eyes. 


384 


2he  Messiah, 


NOAH. 

Noali  was  a preacher  of 
righteousness.  All  flesh  had 
corrupted  itself  in  his  time ; 
and  Jesus  Christ  was  also  a 
preacher  of  righteousness,  and 
when  he  appeared,  the  cartli 
was  polluted  by  idolatry  and 
wickedness.  The  Jews  had 
turned  the  house  of  God  into  a 
den  of  thieves.  They  liad  for- 
saken the  right  way,  and  had 
left  the  commandments  of  God 
for  the  traditions  of  men.  Noah 
preserved  his  family  from  the 
waters  of  the  deluge  by  the 
ark ; and  Jesus  Christ  saves  by 
his  cross  all  who  believe  on 
Iiim,  and  enter  in  by  the  strait 
gate.  In  the  harmony  which 
subsisted  among  the  various 
creatures  in  the  ark,  may  be 
seen  what  Isaiah  figuratively 
foretold  should  come  to  pass 
under  the  reign  of  Messiah. 

The  wolf  and  the  lamb  shall 
feed  together,  and  the  lion  shall 
lie  down  with  the  kid  signi- 
fying that  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  shall  form  one  flock,  knit 
together  in  peace  and  concord 
by  the  law  of  love,  so  that  the 
greatest  shall  become  as  meek 
and  humble  as  the  least;  and 
all,  of  whatever  condition,  shall 
live  and  love  as  brethren. 

MELCHISEDEC. 

The  name  of  Melchisedec^ 
king  of  Salem,  is  by  interpre- 
tation King  of  Righteousness, 
and  his  title  is  King  of  Peace. 
Jesus  Christ  is  called  by  the 
prophet  Zechariah  a Righte- 
ous King,  or  Branch,  and  by 
Isaiah  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
Melchisedec  was  without  ge- 
nealogy ; and  Isaiah  says  of 


Jesus  Christ,  Who  shall  de- 
clare his  generation. ’’(chap.liii.) 
Indeed,  Jesus  Christ,  as  God, 
is  from  all  eternity,  and  cannot 
have  a mother  ; and,  as  man, 
he  had  no  father,  having  been 
miraculously  conceived  in  the 
Virgin’s  womb,  so  that  his  ge- 
neration cannot  be  declared,  or 
understood.  Melchisedec,  in 
taking  tythes  of  Abraham,  took 
them  of  Aaron  and  Levi,  who 
sprang  from  that  patriarch ; and 
in  this  Jesus  Christ  appeared 
as  a Priest  of  a more  excellent 
order  than  that  of  Aaron,  be- 
cause Jesus  Christ  blessed  and 
sanctified  Abraham  and  his  de- 
scendants by  his  sacrifice,  which 
was  of  such  a nature  that  none 
such  was  ever  offered  before 
or  since,  and  in  this  he  is  like- 
wise without  genealogy,  for  he 
only  was  able  to  present  a sa- 
crifice worthy  of  God ; and  his 
oblation,  being  perfect  in  itself, 
needed  no  repetition.  “ He  is 
entered  into  heaven  itself  now 
to  appear  in  the  presence  of 
God  for  us:  nor  yet  that  he 
should  offer  himself  often,  as 
the  high  priest  entereth  into  the 
holy  place  every  year  with  the 
blood  of  others : but  now,  once 
in  the  end  of  the  world  hath  he 
appeared,  to  put  away  sin  by 
the  sacrifice  of  himself.”  (Heb. 
ix.  24 — 26.)  Melchisedec  of- 
fered Abraham  bread  and  wine 
to  refresh  himself  and  recruit 
his  strength,  on  his  return  from 
the  conquest  of  the  five  kings ; 
and  Jesus  Christ  offers  the  fruits 
of  his  meritorious  death  in  the 
holy  sacrament;  these  revive 
the  soul,  comfort  it  under  all 
its  trials,  and  strengthen  it  for 
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the  warfare  with  the  five  senses 
— the  world  and  the  devil, 
• tJie  enemies,  who  seek  its  de- 
struction. 

ABRAHAM. 

Abraham  was  a still  more 
evident  type  of  Jesus  Christ. 
He  left  his  country  by  the 
command  of  God;  and  Jesus 
Christ  left  his  heavenly  abode 
to  take  upon  him  our  nature. 
God  changed  the  name  of 
Abram  to  that  of  Abraham,  to 
denote  that  he  should  be  the 
father  of  many  nations-  and 
tlie  prophets  foretell  of  .Jesus 
Christ  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
Avorld  shall  be  blessed  in  him, 
and  his  posterity  is  to  be  a 
great  multitude,  which  no  man 
can  number.  Abraham  cast 
out  Hagar  his  bond-woman, 
when  Sarah,  his  lawful  wife, 
was  delivered,  and  Jesus  Christ 
dismissed  the  Jewish  Church, 
by  commanding  the  Gospel  of 
his  free  grace  to  be  proclaimed. 
As  the  advent  of  Jesus  Christ 
approaches,  he  is  to  be  seen 
more  distinctly. 

ISAAC. 

Isaac  represents  Him  more 
minutely  than  the  Patriarchs, 
who  preceded  him.  He  is 
born  out  of  the  common  course 
of  nature  of  a barren  and  aged 
woman,  and  Jesus  Christ  is 
supernaturally  born  of  a vir- 
gin, who  becomes  a mother 
without  knowing  man.  An 
angel  announces  Isaac  to  Sa- 
rah ; and  Jesus  Christ  is  like- 
wise announced  to  Mary  by 
an  angel.  Sarah  doubted  the 
word  of  the  angel,  and  Mary 
asked  the  angei,  How  shall 
this  be,  seeing  I know  not  a 

VOL.  I. 


man  ? ” Luke  i.  34.  When 
Sarah  conceived,  she  said, 
“ God  hath  made  me  to  laugh, 
and  all  'that  hear  this  will 
laugh.”  And  Mary  exclaim- 
ed, My  soul  doth  magnify 
the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  hath 
rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour — 
from  henceforth  all  generations 
shall  call  me  blessed.”  Luke 
i.  46—48.  Isaac  is  an  only 
Son  ; so  is  Jesus  Christ.  Isaac, 
though  the  delight  of  his  fa- 
ther, is  bound  and  laid  upon 
the  altar,  to  be  offered  up  as  a 
burnt-offering  upon  mount  Mo- 
riah ; and  Jesus  Christ  the  be- 
loved of  his  Father,  is  in  like 
manner  yielded  up  to  die  upon 
the  same  mount,  called  also 
Calvary.  Isaac  carries  the 
wood  for  burning  his  own  body, 
and  Jesus  Christ  bears  the  very 
Cross,  to  which  he  was  nailed. 
Isaac  in  the  midst  of  the  prepa- 
rations— the  wood  and  the 
knife,  says  in  a sorrowful  voice, 
‘‘  My  father,  behold  the  fire 
and  the  wood , but  where  is  the 
lamb  for  a burnt- offering  ? ” 
Jesus  Christ  in  his  agony  ex- 
claims, O ray  Father,  if  it 
be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass 
from  me.”  Isaac^  acquiesces  in 
the' will  of  his  father;  and 
Jesus  submits  with  perfect  re- 
signation, saying,  Not  my 
will,  but  thine  be  done.”  Isaac 
allows  himself  to  be  bound  and 
laid  upon  the  wood,  calmly 
waiting  the  stroke  of  the  knife ; 
and  Jesus,  like  a lamb  dumb 
before  its  shearer,  openeth  not 
his  mouth.  Isaiah  liii.  7.  He 
endures  the  cruel  blows  of  the 
hammer,  which  nails  his  body 
to  the  cross,  and  then  receives 
3 D 


^86 


The  Messiah, 


with  god-like  patience  the  in- 
sults of  his  enemies.  Isaac^ 
rises  again  as  it  were  from  his 
similitude  of  death,  and  returns 
with  jo}^  to  his  father’s  house  • 
and  Jesus  Christ,  after  being 
actually  dead,  rises  again  oii 
the  third  day,  bursting  the 
tomb  as  the  conqueror  of  death, 
and  after  finishing  the  work 
which  His  Father  gave  Him  to 
do,  he  ascends  triumphant  into 
Heaven. 

JACOB. 

Jacob  is  persecuted  in  his 
birth  by  Esau,  and  in  the  course 
of  time  is  obliged  to  fly  and 
conceal  himself  in  a distant 
place.  Jesus  Christ  was  also 
persecuted  soon  after  his  birth 
by  king  Herod  and  was  re- 
moved into  Egypt.  Jacob  in 
a dream  sees  “ a ladder  set 
upon  the  earth  and  the  top  of 
it  reached  to  heaven,  and  be- 
hold the  angels  of  God  ascend- 
ing and  descending  on  it.” 
This  ladder  represents  Jesus 
Christ  on  his  visit  to  our  world. 
By  Him  the  Godhead  de- 
scended to  the  earth  and  was 
manifested  to  mortals,  and  by 
Him  man  daily  ascends  to 
Heaven.  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  life, 
and  no  man  goeth  unto  the 
Father  but  by  him.  Jacob 
serves  a long  time  for  his  wife 
Rachel,  and  his  servitude 

seemed  unto  him  but  a few 
days  for  the  love  he  had  to 
her.”  Jesus  Christ  came  down 
from  heaven  to  sojourn  upon 
earth  for  the  love  of  his  Church, 
in  order  to  espouse  souls  to 
himself,  beautifying  them  with 
the  graces  of  His  Spirit,  and 


making  them  as  acceptable  to 
God  as  he  is  himself.  He 
likewise  endured  all,  and  more- 
over was  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  Cross. 
Jacob  had  two  wives,  Leah 
and  Rachel;  The  first  tender 
eyed,  the  last  beautiful  and 
well-favoured.  Jesus  Christ 
has  had  as  it  were  two  spouses, 
both  of  which  he  has  main- 
tained. The  Jewish  Church, 
like  Leah,  would  not  bear  the 
countenance  of  Moses,  when 
he  came  down  from  mount  Si- 
nai ; but  the  Christian  Church, 
like  Rachel,  beholds  with  open 
eyes  J esus  Christ  come  down 
from  heaven.  Jacob  had  in  a 
short  time  a considerable  num- 
ber of  cattle.  Jesus  Christ  in  a 
very  short  time  had  a multitude 
of  disciples — the  sheep  entering 
into  the  fold  from  every  quarter. 
The  flocks  of  Jacob  were 
speckled ; the  Church  of  Christ 
is  composed  of  many  nations. 
Jacob  on  his  return  home  was 
greatly  afraid  and  distressed  at 
Esau’s  approach.  Jesus  Christ, 
when  about  to  leave  the  world 
and  finish  the  work  of  redemp- 
' tion,  experienced  bitter  agony. 
Jacob  is  strengthened  by  an 
angel;  he  wrestles  with  him 
and  prevails,  and  does  not  let 
him  go  without  a blessing,  for 
he  knew  this  angel  was  God. 
Jesus  Christ,  in  his  agony  is 
strengthened  by  angels.  He 
endures  with  fortitude  all  the 
anguish  inflicted  on  him;  he 
wrestles  with  God  and  pre- 
vails, and  brings  down  the 
richest  blessings  upon  mankind. 
Jacob  by  his  present  appeases 
Esau,  and  afterwards  went  up 
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to  Bethel  in  safety  with  Iiis 
family.  Jesus  Christ  by  pre- 
senting himself  a sacriOce,  pa- 
cified the  wrath  of  God,  and 
afterwards  ascended,  and  his 
faithful  family  is  daily  as- 
cending to  the  true  Bethel,  the 
dwelling  place  of  the  Most 
High. 

JOSEPH. 

J oseph  is  a still  clearer  type. 
He  was  the  beloved  of  his 
father,  and  was  sent  to  his 
brethren.  Wishing  to  reform 
them,  he  drew  upon  himself 
their  hatred  and  envy,  and 
they  delermined  upon  his  de- 
struction. Reuben  and  Judah 
plead  for  him.  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  beloved  of  his  father,  in 
Avhom  he  is  well  pleased. 
His  brethren,  the  Jews,  could 
not  endure  his  reproofs  for 
their  wickedness,  "i  hey  were 
filled  with  envy  and  hatred, 
and  plotted  his  death.  Nico- 
demus  and  Joseph  of  Arima- 
thea  favoured  him.  Joseph 
was  sold  to  the  Ishmaelites, 
and  was  afterwards  confiiierl 
with  two  other  prisoners,  the 
baker  and  the  butler.  He 
foretold  the  punishment  of  one, 
and  the  pardon  of  the  other. 
Jesus  Christ  was  sold  by  J udas ; 
he  was  delivered  up  to  Herod 
and  Pilate,  and  was  crucified 
between  two  thieves,  one  of 
whom  went  to  heaven  and  the 
other  to  hell.  Joseph  is  set  at 
liberty  ; he  interprets  the  king’s 
dreams.  J esus  Christ  bursts  the 
prison  of  the  grave,  confirms 
the  faith  of  his  disciples,  and 
interprets  to  them  the  writings 
of  Moses,  the  Prophets,  and  the 
Psalms  concerning  himself. 


Joseph  is  elevated  to  the  high- 
est honours,  and  becomes  the 
second  person  in  the  kingdom  ; 
he  is  looked  upon  as  the  de- 
liverer of  Egypt,  because  he 
counsels  how  to  avoid  the 
dreadful  famine  about  to  fall 
upon  Egypt : they  bow  the 
knee  before  him ; he  is  consult- 
ed as  an  oracle,  and  all  matters 
are  referred  to  his  wisdom. 
JeSus  Christ  rose  again  and 
ascended  into  heaven.  He 
sits  on  the  right  hand  of  God 
the  Father;  he  is  the  Saviour 
of  the  world.  He  commanded 
his  disciples  to  go  and  teach 
all  nations,  without  exception, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Matt, 
xxviii.  19.  He  requires  all 
men  to  repent  and  believe  the 
gospel;  he  is  exalted  a Prince 
to  dispense  gifts  unto  men, 
to  give  repentance  unto  Israel 
and  forgiveness  of  sins.”  Acts 
V.  31.  He  preserves  from  fa- 
mine. There  is  no  admittance 
to  the  presence-chamber  but 
by  him.  To  him  every  knee 
must  bow,  and  every  tongue 
confess.  Joseph  supplied  his 
brethren  with  corn,  and  return- 
ed their  money  into  their  sacks, 
notwithstanding  their  cruel 
treatment  of  him.  At  first 
indeed  he  disguised  himself, 
spake  roughly,  and  looked 
sternly  at  them,  but  at  last  he 
made  himself  known  ; he  com- 
forted them,  presented  them  to 
the  king,  and  settled  them  in 
the  best  part  of  the  country. 
Jesus  Christ  in  like  manner 
nourishes  all  men,  even  sinners. 
He  alarms  their  consciences, 
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and  smites  them  with  afflictive 
providences  in  order  to  lead 
them  to  serious  reflection  and 
godly  sorrow  for  sin,  that  they 
may,  like  Joseph’s  brethren, 
confess,  We  are  verily  guilty 
concerning  our  brother,  there- 
fore is  this  distress  come  upon 
us.”  Gen.  xlii.  21.  After 
terrifying  sinners,  and  hiding 
his  face,  he  makes  himself 
known ; he  speaks  comfort- 
ablj^,  and  whispers  in  a still 
small  voice,  “ I am  your  bro- 
ther, whom  ye  delivered  to 
be  crucified.  I was  wounded 
for  your  transgressions,  and 
bruised  for  your  iniquities; 
the  chastisement  of  your  peace 
was  upon  me,  and  with  my 
stripes  ye  are  healed.”  Isaiah 
liii.  5.  He  then  introduces 
them  to  the  king  of  kings; 
intercedes  with  him  for  them  ; 
shows  him  the  wounds  in  bis 
hands,  his  feet,  and  his  side, 
and  thus  prevails  in  obtaining 
a permanent  settlement  for  his 
brethren  in  the  heavenly  Go- 
shen. 


SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  JEWS  IN 
FRANCE. 

[From  Mrs.  Hannah  Adams's  History  of 
the 

While  the  Jews  in  England 
were  enduring  all  kinds  of 
oppression  and  misery,  their 
brethren  in  France  were  sub- 
jected to  similar  suflTerings  and 
persecution.  About  the  year 
1182,  king  Philip,  surnamed 
the  August,  under  pretence  of 
piety  and  zeal  for  the  honour  of 
God,  banished  them  from  hjs 


dominions,*  and  confiscated 
their  estates.  Tliey  were  per- 
mitted to  retain  only  what  could 
be  collected  from  the  sale  of 
their  furniture:  for  which  they 
found  it  diflicult  to  obtain  pur- 
chasers. It  is  even  said,  that 
they  were  robbed  of  the  small 
sums  they  were  enabled  to  raise, 
and  reduced  to  the  greatest  mi- 
'sery,  and  that  many  fell  victims 
to  these  tyrannical  proceedings. 
Soon  after,  however,  the  king 
ordered  them  to  be  recalled  ; 
and  upon  finding  that  this  mea- 
sure excited  the  resentment  of 
the  Zealots,  he  excused  himself 
by  alleging,  that  his  object  was 
to  extort  money  from  them  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  cru- 
sade. + 

After  the  Jews  were  resettled 
in  the  kingdom,  they  resumed 
their  former  usurious  practices, 
and  accumulated  wealth,  with 
which  they  purchased  lands. f 
The  king  at  first  connived  at 
their  extortions,  because  they 
had  bought  his  protection  ; but 
upon  the  remonstrance  of  his 
people,  new  laws  were  enacted 
to  remedy  this  evil. 


* The  murder  of  a youth  named  Rich- 
ard was  laid  to  their  charge,  and  served 
as  a pretence  for  expelling  them  from 
France.  Picart,  p 178. 

t Rasnage,  p.  636 

:j:  During  the  reign  of  Philip  Augustus 
the  Jews  were  in  some  measure  the  pro- 
perty of  the  lord  in  whose  territories 
they  resided  ; but  servitude  did  not  al- 
ways prevent  them  from  becoming  the 
possessors  of  land.  We  even  find  that  in 
France  they  were  the  owners  of  vast 
domains;  yet  it  may  be  readily  perceived 
that  it  was  a matter  of  no  great  difficulty 
to  deprive  these  of  their  wealth,  who 
were  not  masters  of  their  own  persons. — 
Gregoire,  p.  10. 
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Lewis  IX.  surnamed  the 
Saint,  in  the  beginning  of  his 
reign  called  a council  at  Melun ; 
in  which  a new  law  was  enacted, 
expressly  prohibiting  all  his 
subjects  from  borrowing  any 
money  of  the  J ews . It  appears 
from  various  edicts,  that  the 
effects  of  all  this  unhappy  peo- 
ple who  were  settled  in  the 
kingdom  belonged  to  the  barons, 
within  whose  territories  they 
had  fixed  their  residence.  They 
were  forbidden  by  the  law  to 
change  their  abode  without  the 
permission  of  their  lord,  who 
was  empowered  to  follow  and 
claim  (hem  as  fugitive  slaves 
even  in  the  royal  domain.  It 
also  appears  that  tliey  were  re- 
garded as  an  object  of  traffick, 
and  transferred  with  the  land 
from  one  proprietor  to  another, 
and  sometimes  sold  separately, 
their  value  being  estimated  ac- 
cording to  their  talents  and  in- 
dustry. The  spirit  of  persecu- 
tion was  carried  still  further; 
for,  if  a Jew  became  a convert 
to  Christianity,  the  whole  of 
his  property  was  confiscated  to 
the  use  of  his  lord.t  The 


* This  singular  custom  of  confiscating 
all  the  goods  of  the  Jews  who  embraced 
Christianity,  was  first  introduced  into 
France,  and  is  know  n only  by  the  law 
which  suppressed  it,  given  at  Basville, 
1392.  Thus  by  a strange  and  impious 
inconsistency,  this  wretched  people  at 
one  time  incurred  a severe  penalty  by 
renouncing  Judaism  ; at  another  epoch, 
those  in  the  same  country  who  refused  to 
profess  Christianity  were  ordered  to  be 
burnt.  The  practice  of  confiscating  the 
property  of  those  Jews  who  professed 
Christianity  begun  under  the  feudal  go- 
vernment, and  was  continued  in  mos^ 
parts  of  Europe  till  the  end  of  the  four- 
teenth  century. — Monlesguitu' $ Works. 
French  Encyclopedia. 


S8^ 

passion  for  extorting  wcaltli 
from  this  miserable  race  was  so 
vehement,  ‘Mhat  a conversion 
was  considered  as  a bankruptcy, 
and  even  paradise  did  not  pos- 
sess the  right  of  asylum. ”t 

-Saint  Lewis  not  only  sancti- 
oned and  confirmed,  but  even 
extended  these  oppressive  laws. 
He  ordered  the  Jews  to  be 
severely  fined  if  they  neglected 
to  wear  a distinguishing  and 
disgraceful  badge  on  their  gar- 
ments, and  prohibited  them 
from  having  any  intercourse 
with  the  Christians.  During 
his  reign,  when  a Jew  appeared 
in  evidence  against  a Christian, 
he  was  compelled  to  swear  by 
the  ten  names  of  God  ; and  his 
oath  was  accompanied  with  a 
thousand  imprecations  upon 
his  own  head,  if  he  deviated 
from  the  truth.  The  person 
who  administered  (he  oath  thus 
addressed  him,  “ May  the  Lord 
God  send  you  a continual  fever 
or  ague,  if  you  are  guilty  of 
peijury ; may  he  destroy  you  in 
his  anger,  you,  and  your  fa- 
mily, and  your  effects;  may  the 
sword  and  death,  fear  and  in- 
quietude, pursue  you  on  all 
sides;  may  the  earth  swallow 
you  up  like  Dathan  and  Abi- 
ram ; may  all  the  sins  of  your 
parents,  and  all  the  maledic- 
tions contained  in  the  law  of 
Moses  fall  on  your  head.”  To 
this  dreadful  imprecation  the 
miserable  objects  of  persecution 
were  compelled  to  answer  three 
times.  So  be  it.”J 

+ Essay  on  Publick  Happiness,  vol.  il. 
p.  427. 

^ Gifford’s  History  of  France,  vol.  i. 
p.  436,  437-450. 
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The  most  signal  calamity 
which  the  J ews  suftbred  during 
the  reign  of  St.  Lewis  was  a 
persecution  raised  against  them 
by  the  Parisians,  on  account, 
as  was  pretended,  of  their  sa- 
crificing some  Christian  children 
on  Good  Friday,  and  of  using 
their  blood  at  the  solemnity  of 
the  passover.  For  this  imputed 
act  of  murder  and  impiety, 
they  were  cruelly  slaughtered 
in  the  metropolis.  The  perse- 
cution was  also  extended  to 
Brie,  Toraine,  Anjou,  Poitou, 
and  Maine;  in  which  places 
upwards  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  Jews,  who  refused  to 
embrace  Christianity,  were  put 
to  death  by  the  most  cruel  tor- 
tures. Their  sufferings  would 
probably  have  been  prolonged 
had  not  pope  Gregory  IX.  in- 
terposed, and  wrote  to  St.  Lewis 
requesting  him  to  allow  them 
liberty  of  conscience. 

During  the  king’s  imprison- 
ment in  the  holy  land*  a cru- 
sade was  formed  in  his  kingdom 
of  simple  shepherds,  whose 
professed  object  was  to  march 
thither  and  release  him.  They 
grounded  their  chimerical  de- 
sign upon  revelations,  and  pre- 
tended they  had  the  gift  of 
working  miracles.  Theenthu- 
thiastick  fury  spread  till  their 
army  amounted  to  an  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  marched  to 
Bourges,  plundered  the  Jews, 
and  seized  all  their  books  in 
order  to  commit  them  to  the 
flames.  At  length,  however, 


* St.  Lewis  was  at  the  head  of  the 
sixth  and  seventh  crusade  in  1248  and 
1270. 


they  were  subdued,  and  many 
of  them  put  to  death. + 

The  following  year  a confe- 
rence was  held  in  the  presence 
of  Blanche,  the  queen  regent 
during  St.  Lewis’s  absence,  be- 
tween rabbi  Jechicl  a learned 
cabbalist,  and  Nicholas  Donim 
a celebrated  Jewish  convert. 
Tlie  French  authors  assert,  that 
J echiel,  baffled  and  mortified  by 
the  powerful  arguments  of  his 
opponent,  retired  in  disgust  to 
Jerusalem.  While  the  king 
was  under  confinement  in  the 
holy  land,  he  sent  an  edict  to 
France  to  expel  the  Jews  from 
his  dominions,  which  was  punc- 
tually executed  by  the  queen 
regent. 

The  Israelites  being  nume- 
rous, and  great  usurers  in  Brit- 
tany, the  nobilitj"  and  mer- 
chants united  in  a complaint 
against  them  to  John  le  Roux, 
the  duke.  An  act  was  passed 
which  declared,  that  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  bishops,  abbots, 
barons,  and  vassals  in  Brittany 
all  the  Jews  should  be  for  ever 
banislied  from  that  province. 
By  this  law  all  their  debtors 
were  exonerated,  and  their  ef- 
fects ordered  to  be  retained ; 
and  those  who  had  recently 
killed  a Jew  were  forbidden  to 
be  disturbed.  The  king  of 
France  was  to  be  requested  to 
expel  this  hated  race,  and  con- 
fiscate their  property.  The 
duke  engaged  for  himself  and 
his  successors,  for  the  present 
and  future  to  support  this  law ; 
and,  if  he  violated  it,  he  autho- 
rized the  bishops  to  excommu- 


t Basnage,  p.  672. 
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nicate  him,  and  confiscate  his 
lands  in  their  dioceses  without 
regard  to  any  privileges.* 

The  celebrated'  council  of 
Lyons  passed  also  a decree  en- 
joining all  Christian  princes  who 
had  Jews  in  their  dominions, 
under  penalty  of  excommuni- 
cation, to  compel  them  to  re- 
fund to  the  crusaders  all  the 
money  they  had  obtained  by 
usury.  This  oppressed  people 
were  also  prohibited  from  de- 
manding any  debts  due  to  them 
from  the  crusaders  till  their 
death  or  return. 

. The  council  of  Vienna,  held 
in  the  same  century,  defended 
the  Christians  against  the  exor- 
bitant usury  of  the  Jewish  na- 
tion. This  people,  however, 
notwithstanding  these  decrees 
and  precautions,  in  some  pro- 
vinces of  France,  particularly 
in  Languedoc,  were  raised  to 
the  magistracy,f  and  in  most 
parts  of  the  kingdom  kept 
Christian  slaves. 

Philip  the  Bold,  the  successor 
of  St.  Lewis,  was  induced  to 
recall  the  Jews  in  order  to  pro- 
mote commerce,  effect  the  cir- 

'culation  of  money,  and  improve 
his  exhausted  finances.  They 
became  powerful  and  affluent 
under  the  reign  of  this  prince. 
In  1290,  Edward,  king  of  Eng- 
land, banished  this  people  from 


• Basnage,  p 671.  Gregoire,  p.  243. 
't  The  city  of  Montpelier  in  particular 
had  been  frequently  in  danger  of  seeing 
a Jew  at  the  head  of  the  magistracy; 
upon  which  account,  William  IV.  lord 
of  it,  foand  himself  obliged  to  forbid  it 
by  his  last  will,  as  his  grandfather  had 
done  about  6fty  years  before, — Modern 
Vnivtr*  Hist,  vol.  ziii.  p.  317, 


Gascony,  and  his  other  domi- 
nions in  France.* 

The  example  of  the  English 
monarch  was  followed  by  Philip 
the  Fair,  who  published  an 
edict  by  which  all  the  Jews 
who  refused  to  profess  Christia- 
nity were  expelled  the  kingdom, 
never  to  return  upon  pain  of 
death.  It  is  allowed,  that 
this  unhappy  people  were  sacri- 
ficed to  the  king’s  extreme  ava- 
rice, t for  he  seized  upon  all 
their  wealth,  and  only  allowed 
them  money  to  defray  their  ex- 
penses to  the  frontiers.  Many 
perished  by  the  way  with  fa- 
tigue and  want,  and  those  who 
survived  retired  into  Germany. 
Hence  the  Jews  of  that  country 
supposed  themselves  of  French 
extraction.  Among  those  who 
escaped  exile  by  receiving  bap- 
tism many  relapsed  and  re- 
turned to  Judaism. 

The  conversion  of  the  cele- 
brated Nicolas  de  Lyra,  how- 
ever, appears  to  have  been  sin- 
cere. He  wrote  a learned 
treatise  against  his  nation,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  the  explanation  of  the  scrip- 
tures. Most  of  the  proselytes 
think  themselves  obliged  to  give 
a testimony  of  their  faith  by 
writing  against  their  deserted 
brethren ; but  he  is  said  to  have 
adduced  more  cogent  arguments 
against  them  than  any  J ewish 
convert  before  him.  He  studied 
some  time  in  the  university  of 
Paris,  and  then  entered  into 
the  Franciscan  order.  He  died 


* Hume’s  History  of  England. 
+ Basnage,  p.  674. 
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at  his  convent  at  Verneuil  in 
the  year  1340.* 

The  same  avarice  which 
caused  Philip  to  expel  the  Jews 
from  France  induced  Lewis  X. 
the  succeeding  monarch,  to  re- 
call them.  He  expected  by 
this  measure  to  recruit  his  fi- 
nances, and  thus  be  enabled  to 
reduce  the  Flemings  to  subjec- 
tion. The  condition  of  their 
return  was  paying  a very  heavy 
tax ; and  the  time  of  their 
remaining  in  the  kingdom  li- 
niitted  to  twelve  years.  During 
this  period  they  were  at  liberty 
to  engage  in  trade,  or  support 
themselves  by  labour.  They 
were  allowed  to  collect  their  old 
debts,  two  tliirds  of  which  the 
king  claimed  for  himself.  They 
w^ere  also  permitted  to  purchase 
synagogues,  burying-places, 
and  their  books,  except  the 
Talmud.  But  they  were  now 
obliged,  as  before,  to  wear  a 
particular  mark  of  distinction. 
They  were  prohibited  from 
lending  money  on  usurious  in- 
terest, written  obligation,  or,  in 
short,  any  thing  but  pledges. 
They  were  likewise  forbidden  to 
dispute  on  religion  either  in 
publick  or  private.t 

In  the  reign  of  Philip  V. 
surnamed  the  Tall,  the  shep- 
herds and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  country  left  their  flocks  and 
farms,  and  asserted,  that  they 
were  going  to  Jerusalem  for  the 
relief  of  the  holy  land.  With 
no  other  weapons  than  a pil- 
grim’s staff  they  marched  in 
great  bodies,  which  were  in- 

* Modern  Univer.  Hist.  vol.  xiii. 

p.  821. 

+ Basnage,  p,  674. 


creased  by  the  junction  of  the 
populace,  which  they  met  on 
their  way.  Their  leaders  were 
two  profligate  priests,  who  pre- 
tended to  work  miracles,  and 
thus  imposed  upon  the  credulity 
of  the  people.  They  ravaged 
several  of  the  southern  provin- 
ces, broke  open  the  prison  doors 
and  enlisted  all  the  criminals 
they  found  into  their  society; 
By  these  means  they  made 
themselves  masters  of  several 
cities,  and  committed  the  vilest 
outrages  and  cruelties ; but  more 
particularly  against  the  Jews. 
This  miserable  race,  left  to  the 
choice  of  death  or  baptism,  col- 
lected their  most  valuable  effects 
and  fled  before  this  tumultuous 
rabble.  A considerable  number 
of  them  having  taken  refuge  in 
the  royal  castle  of  Verdun,  in  the 
diocese  of  Toulouse,  were  there 
besieged  by  the  shepherds. 
They  defended  themselves  with 
vigour  and  desperation  ; and, 
finding  their  arms  fail,  began  to 
throw  their  children  over  the 
walls  in  hopes  to  excite  the 
compassion  of  their  enemies; 
but  in  vain.* 

The  shepherds  set  fire  to  the 
fortress,  and  expected  to  sati- 
ate their  rage  with  the  slaughter 
of  the  besieged.  But  the  Jews 
perceiving  there  was  no  means 
of  escape,  to  avoid  failing  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  re- 
quested one  of  their  brethren,  a 
young  man  of  great  strength,  to 
put  them  all  to  death.  The 
wretch  accepted  the  fatal  com- 
mission, and  afler  he  had  mas- 
sacred five  hundred  he  presented 


* Basnage,  p.  675.  Gifford. 
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himself  to  the  besiegers  \vi(h  a 
few  children,  whose  lives  he 
had  spared,  and  demanded  bap- 
tism. His  request,  however, 
was  rejected,  and  he  received 
the  punishment  due  to  his  bar- 
barity. At  length  a great 
number  of  the  shepherds  were 
apprehended  and  executed  at 
different  places,  particularly  at 
Toulouse,  where  they  had  mas- 
sacred all  the  J ews  in  the  city.* 
This  miserable  people  were 
ten  years  after  involved  in  ano- 
ther calamity,  pretended  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  their  having 
suffered  themselves  to  be  bribed 
by  the  Saracen  king  of  Grenada 
to  procure  the  poisoning  of  all 
the  rivers,  wells,  and  reservoirs 
of  water.  A leper  having  de- 
posed, that  he -was  hired  by  a 
certain  rich  Jew  to  effect  this 
purpose,  the  people  in  several 
'provinces,  without  waiting  for 
the  necessary  formalitj^,  at- 
tacked the  Jews,  and  put  them 
to  the  most  cruel  death . Some 
driven  to  despair,  perished  by 
suicide.  At  Paris,  however, 
none  but  those  who  were  sup- 
posed guilty  were  destroyed. 
The  rich  were  imprisoned  till 
they  would  discover  their  trea- 
sures, the  greatest  part  of  which 
the  king  seized  for  his  own  use, 
and  expelled  this  devoted  race 
from  his  dominions. + 

After  the  Jews  were  banished 
the  kingdom  by  Philip  the  Tall, 
they  took  refuge  in  Lombardy, 
and  gave  to  the  foreign  mer- 
chants bills  of  exchange,  drawn 


* Basoage,  p.  664.  Gifford,  vol.  i. 
p.  539. 

+ Basnage,  p.  675.  Gifford,  vol.  i. 
p.  139,  vol.  ii,  p.  206. 

VOL,  I. 


upon  those  to  whom  they  en- 
trusted their  effects  at  parting, 
and  those  bills  were  accepted. 
Thus  “ commerce  was  seen  to 
arise  from  the  bosom  of  vexa- 
tion and  despair.”*  It  was  re- 
served for  an  oppressed  people 
to  invent  a method,  by  which 
merchants  in  regions  the  most 
remote  from  each  other  could 
procure  the  value  of  their  com- 
modities without  the  inconveni- 
ence of  transporting  gold  or 
silver.  In  this  way  the  Jews 
often  eluded  the  violence  and 
rapacity  of  their  enemies ; the 
richest  among  them  frequently 
having  none  but  invisible  ef- 
fects, which  they  could  convey 
imperceptibly  wherever  they 
pleased.  Thus  they  accelerated 
their  return ; for  though  the 
princes  were  willing  to  banish 
their  persons,  they  wished  ta 
retain  their  wealth.^ 

In  the  reign  of  John  II.  the 
Jews  endeavoured  to  procure 
their  recall.  During  the  king’s 
captivity  J they  had  made  seve- 
ral proposals  to  the  regent,  who 
evinced  a disposition  to  grant 
them  a favour  which  they  of- 
fered to  purchase  at  a very  high 
price.  Soon  after  his  release 
John  published  a declaration. 


* Montesquieu’s  Works,  vol.  ii.  p.  60. 
+ French  Encyclo.  Gregoire’s  Obser- 
vations nouvelles  sur  les  Juifs. 

t King  John  was  taken  prisoner  in 
1358  by  the  celebrated  prince  of  Wales, 
surnamed  the  Black  Prince,  son  of  Ed- 
ward III.  of  England.  The  French 
king  had  agreed  to  pay  three  millions  of 
gold  crowns  for  his  ransom.  The  first 
payment  was  to  be  600,000  crowns ; and 
as  France  could  not  then  furnish  the  mo- 
ney, they  were  obliged  to  recall  the 
Jews,  and  sell  them  the  liberty  of  trad* 
ing  in  France, — jfnderson,  vol,  i,  p,  452. 
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by  which  he  permitted  them  to 
return  and  remain  in  the  king- 
dom twenty  years.  Besides  the 
sum  which  they  advanced  for 
this  privilege,  every  master  of 
a family  paid  twelve  florins  of 
gold  on  his  entrance  into,  and 
six  florins  yearly  for  the  liberty 
of  residing  in  France.  A ge- 
neral poll  tax  was  also  levied 
upon  them  of  one  florin  per 
head.  The  king  strictly  prohi- 
bited their  exorbitant  usur}", 
and  permitted  them  only  to  take 
moderate  interest.^ 

During  the  reign  of  Charles 
VI.  the  Jews  were  accused  of 
murdering  a new  convert,  and 
other  crimes, + for  which  some 
were  executed,  others  scourged, 
and  fines  levied  upon  the  syna- 
gogues. These  severities  in- 
duced many  to  assume  the  mask 
of  Christianity 4 The  people 
however,  in  1380,  insisted  upon 
their  expulsion,  and  assembled 
as  it  is  said  at  the  instigation  of 
certain  noblemen,  who  had 
borrowed  large  suras  of  this 
persecuted  race,  who,  though 
generally  considered  as  the  out- 
casts of  society,  exerted  their 
industry  with  success  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  wealth.  The  houses 
of  the  publick  receivers,  most 
of  whom  were  Jews  in  Lom- 
bardy, were  broke  open;  the 
chests  in  which  the  money  was 
deposited  were  seized,  and  their 
contents  emptied  into  the  streets, 
while  the  registers,  bonds,  and 

* Gifford,  vol.  ii.  p.  269.  Basnage, 
p.  676. 

-f  Charles  VI.  during  his  reign,  becom- 
ing deranged  in  his  intellect,  it  was  sus- 
pected that  the  Jews  deprived  him  of  his 
reason. — Gregoire,  p.  22. 

$ Basnage,  p.  676. 


all  other  securities  for  money 
lent,  were  destroyed.  In  one 
street  alone  thirty  houses  were 
pillaged,  and  all  the  furniture, 
clothes,  plate,  and  jewels,  be- 
came the  prey  of  the  populace. 
The  Jews  endeavoured  to  pre- 
serve their  lives  by  flight,  but 
most  of  them  were  intercepted 
and  massacred  ; while  the  few 
who  escaped,  took  refuge  in  the 
dungeons  of  the  Chatelet.  The 
women  in  despair  attempted  to 
follow  their  husbands  with  their 
children  in  their  arms ; but  the 
mob  forced  their  children  from 
them,  and  carried  them  to  be 
baptized.* 

The  government  Was  too  weak 
to  inflict  on  the  insurgents  the 
punishment  which  their  crimes 
deserved . T he  J e ws,  however, 
were  re-established  in  their  habi- 
tations ; and  an  order  was  is- 
sued by  the  council  for  every 
one  to  restore,  under  pain  of 
death,  whatever  he  had  taken 
from  them ; but  the  order  was 
treated  with  contempt.  These 
miserable  objects  of  oppression, 
after  being  despoiled  of  their 
property,  were  exposed  to  pro- 
secutions from  those  who  had 
left  pledges  in  their  hands  ; but 
an  ordinance  was  passed  to  ex- 
empt them  from  the  conse- 
quences on  taking  an  oath,  that 
the  property  which  was  the 
object  of  the  action  had  been 
taken  from  them  during  the 
tumult.  + 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  VI.  a 
council  which  was  held  on  17th 
of  September,  passed  an  act 


* Gifford,  vol.  ii.  p.  269. 
f Ibid. 
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for  the  final  expulsion  of  the 
Jews  from  France.  The  pro- 
vost was  ordered  to  superintend 
tlie  execution  of  the  edict,  and 
take  an  inventory  of  all  the 
effects  which  could  be  found  in 
their  houses  at  the  time  of  their 
departure.  They  were  obliged 
to  leave  the  kingdom  in  Novem- 
ber; and  from  this  last  exile 
they  begin  the  date  of  their 
years.  The  greater  part  of  this 
persecuted  people  retired  into 
Germany.  In  the  city  of 
Metz  in  Lorraine  they  preserved 
their  ancient  privileges,*  the 
city  being  at  the  time  of  their 
expulsion  a free  town  in  the  im- 
perial territories.  After  it  was 
annexed  to  the  French  domi- 
nions, the  king  of  France  con- 
tinued to  tolerate  the  Jews  who 
were  settled  there,  and  for  a 
long  period  it  was  the  only 
place  in  the  kingdom  where 
they  enjoyed  a privileged 
ab^e.t 

Respecting  the  repeated  ac- 
cusations brought  against  the 
Jews,  of  crucifying  Cliristian 
children,  poisoning  the  rivers, 
&c.  a late  author  observes, 

in  the  dark  periods  of  the 
middle  ages:]:  the  Jews,  pu- 

*  The  Jew  s were  established  at  Metz 
9S  early  as  the  year  888,  since  at  that 
epoch  Gombert  the  dean  brought  some 
complaints  against  them.  Sigebert  de 
,Gerablou,rs  taught  in  this  city  in  the 
, twelfth  century  with  such  success,  that 
they  eagerly  resorted  to  hear  his  instruc- 
tions.— Gregoire  on  the  Reformation  of  the 
Jews,  page  283. 

+ Basnage,  p.  676.  Giflford,  vol.  ii. 
p.  344. 

t Tlie  middle  age,  as  it  is  called,  is 
considered  as  terminating  at  the  ta- 
king of  Constantinople  in  the  fifteenth 
century.  Its  commencement  is  not  so 
well  fixed  by  historians,  some  carrying 


nished  but  in  the  most  dread- 
ful manner  for  real  crimes, 
suffered  oftener  for  crimes 
merely  chimerical.  The  rela- 
tions of  their  sacrificing  Chris- 
tian children  are  given  by 
Christian  hislorians.  But  even 
granting,  that  rage,  madness,  or 
a desire  of  revenge  may  have  in- 
duced some  fanaticks  to  commit 
these  exce  sses,  are  we  to  consider 
the  whole  nation  as  culpable  ? 

The  poisoning  of  fountains 
by  bundles  of  herbs,  or  noxious 
mixtures,  forms  an  accusation 
much  more  absurd ; for  in 
order  to  commit  crimes,  people 
must  be  actuated  by  some  mo- 
tives, aud  the  hopes  of  success. 
But  what  success  could  the 
Jews  expect  in  poisoning  the 
springs,  which  were  constantly 
renewed,  and  from  which  they 
themselves  daily  drew  water. 
Ask  the  physicians,  if,  at  a time 
when  chemistry  was  only  in  its 
infancy,  a poison  was  known 
sufficiently  active  to  produce 
that  effect.  Can  we  allow  our- 
selves to  be  persuaded,  that  tlie 
Jews,  who  were  so  much  inte- 
rested in  living  upon  good  terms 
with  other  nations,  should  at- 
tempt crimes,  the  execution  of 
which  was  evidently  impossible; 
and  which  they  must  naturally 
expect  would  provoke  new  per- 
secutions? But  though  all  the 
crimes  imputed  to  the  Jews 
should  be  true,  when  we  exa- 


lt back  even  to  the  reign  of  Constan- 
tine, and  some  only  to  the  division  of  the 
empire  under  Theodosius.  The  middle 
age  contains  a period  of  about  one  thou 
sand  years.  The  term  dark  age  is  some- 
times used  to  express  the  ninth,  temh,  an. 
eleventh  centuries,  which  were  the  mo 
barbarous  portions  of  this  dark  period. 
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mine  them  thoroughly,  they 
will  appear  less  culpable  than 
the  nations  by  whom  they  have 
been  compelled  to  commit 
them.* 

It  ought,  however,  to  be  re- 
membered, that  the  cruelty  of 
professed  Christians  to  the  Jews 
in  the  dark  ages  is  no  argument 
against  the  truth  of  that  sacred 
religion,  the  genuine  spirit  of 


which  breathes  “ peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  to  men.” 
This  spirit  was  exemplified  in 
the  primitive  Christians,  the 
apostles,  and  martyrs,  and  more 
especially  in  their  head  and  pa- 
tron Jesus  Christ,  who,  while 
he  expired,  prayed  for  his  most 
inveterate  persecutors,  saying, 
Father  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do.”t 
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A LETTER  FROM  MRS.  H.  ADAMS, 

OF  BOSTON,  IN  AMERICA. 

A set  of  the  London  Society’s 
publications  having  been  sent 
to  Mrs.  Hannah  Adams,  of 
Boston  in  America,  she  has 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
them  in  the  following  letter 
to  the  Secretary. 

Boston f May  21 , T816. 

Rev.  Sir, 

Accept  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  kind  letter 
and  interesting  present.  I have 
been  highly  entertained  and 
edified  by  perusing  the  Jewish 
Repository.  The  progress  the 
London  Society  has  already 
made  in  their  exertions  to  con- 
vert the  Jews,  the  benevolent 
disposition  exhibited  towards 
the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel^  and  the  animating 
prospect  of  farther  success  at- 
tending the  measures  of  this 
Institution,  have  afforded  me 
the  most  delightful  sensations. 


• Gregoire  on  the  Reformation  of  the 
Jews,  p.  26. 

According  to  Basuage  most  of  these 
accusations  against  the  Jews  were  the  re* 
iports  of  their  inveterate  enemies,  who 
continually  sought  their  destruction,  p. 
644; 


The  various  authors  I con- 
sulted while  compiling  my 
History  of  the  Jews,  excited  in 
my  mind  a deep  sympathy  in 
their  sufferings,  and  a lively 
interest  in  their  present  and 
future  welfarci  The  books  I 
received  from  the  London  So- 
ciety have  given  a fresh  im- 
pulse to  my  feelings  upon  this 
subject ; and  I am  highly  gra- 
tified to  find  the  respectable 
members  of  this  Institution 
think  my  book  worthy  to  be 
reprinted  in  England.  I re- 
quest that  you  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  accept  a copy  of  my 
work,  in  which  I have  insertm 
a few  corrections.  If  it  is  still 
thought  proper  to  reprint  it,  I 
should  be  much  pleased  to 
have  an  Appendix  added  to 
bring  down  the  History  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  London  So- 
ciety to  the  present  time.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  endeavour 
to  promote  a co-operation  with 
this  excellent  Institution,  by 
disseminating  the  knowledge 
of  their  publications  in  my 
country. 

+ See  letters  of  certain  Jews  to  Vol- 
taire. 
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Extracts  oj  Letters  from  Russia. 


You  will  Lave  the  goodness 
to  inform  the  London  Society 
that  I have  gratefully  received, 
and  highly  appreciate  their 
valuable  present.  I desire  to 
unite  with  them  in  prayers  to 
the  God  of  Abraham  that  he 
will  continue  to  prosper  their 
benevolent  exertions  to  promote 
an  object  which  must  be  deep- 
ly interesting  to  all  who  are 
anxiously  waiting  for  the  re- 
demption of  Israel. 

Permit  me  to  subscribe  my- 
self very  respectfully, 

Rev.  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged  Friend, 
Hannah  Adams. 

Eev,  C.  S.  Havctrey,  M.  A. 

P.  S.  The  cause  in  which 
the  London  Society  are  engaged 
begins  to  excite  attention  in 
America.  In  the  Christian  He- 
rald published  at  New  York, 
1816,  it  is  recommended  that 
a Society  of  Christians  should 
be  formed  to  digest  a plan  of 
operations  to  open  a correspon- 
dence with  the  Society  and  en- 
ter immediately  upon  the  work 
in  which  they  are  engaged. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  this  great  object, 
a number  of  Ladies  met  on  the 
fifth  of  June  1816,  and  after 
supplicating  the  throne  of  grace 
for  direction  and  a blessing, 
formed  themselves  into  an  As- 
sociation to  be  called  the  Fe- 
male Society  of  Boston  and  the 
Vicinity,  for  promoting  Chris- 
tianity amongst  the  Jews. 

EXTRACTS  OF  LETTERS 

FROM  THE  REV.  R.  PINKERTON. 

• The  following  information  receiv- 
ed through  the  Committee  of 


the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society  will  deeply  interest  all 
those  “ whose  hearts  desire  and 
prayer  to  God  for  Israel,  is 
that  they  may  be  saved.” 

“ Theodosia^  or  Kaffa, 
May  21,  O.  S.  1816, 

As  soon  as  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  ready  for  the  Jews,  two 
or  three  hundred  copies  must 
be  sent  to  the  Theodosian  So- 
ciety for  circulation  among 
them.  This  the  Committee  here 
most  earnestly  entreat,  for  se- 
veral instances  have  already 
occurred  of  Jews  making  en- 
quiry after  the  Gospel.” 

“ Simpheropol,  or  Akmechet, 
May  31,  O.  S.  1816. 

The  number  of  Subscri- 
bers to  the  Taurian  Branch  of 
the  Russian  Bible  Society  this 
day  formed,  is  already  upwards 
of  200,  of  whom  76  are  Maho- 
medans,  and  five  Caraite  J ews  ! 

“ I myself  in  passing  through 
the  town  of  Karasuhargar  had 
a most  interesting  conversation 
with  several  Jews,  who  eagerly 
sought  after  a copy  of  the  Gos- 
pels; I was  sorry  I had  none; 
but  told  them  that  they  were 
preparing  for  them.  The  late 
wars  and  commotions  in  the 
earth,  with  the  present  wonder- 
ful exertions  to  spread  abroad 
the  Holy  Scriptures  among  all 
nations,  seem  to  have  made  a 
deep  impression  on  the  minds 
of  many  among  the  J ews. 

From  what  I have  seen  of 
this  people  in  different  nations, 
I am  convinced  that  many 
among  them  are  prepared  to 
peruse  with  avidity,  the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  New  Testament  in 
their  own  language.  On  this 
account  I pray  you  to  procure 
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a number  of  copies  of  the  He- 
brew New  Testament,  or  even 
of  the  four  Gospels,  should  no 
more  be  printed  off,  and  to 
send  them  by  way  of  St.  Peters- 
burg for  distribution  among  the 
Jews  in  the  Krimea  and  sur- 
rounding countries,  by  means 
of  the  Taurian  and  Theodosian 
Bible  Societies.” 


BAPTISM  OF  A JEW  AT  BATH. 

Sir, 

If  the  following  extract  from 
the  Bath  Chronicle  ” of  this 
day  deserves  your  attention,  an 
insertion  of  it  in  your  useful 
miscellany  may  not  be  amiss. 

W ilh  great  respect,  I remain, 
T.  V. 

^‘An  interesting  circumstance 
occurred  yesterday  in  the  parish 
of  St.  James ; the  baptism  of 
George  Gerson,  a respectable 
Jew,  between  thirty  and  forty 
years  of  age,  into  the  faith  of 
Ghrist,  by  the  Rev.  R.  W arnw. 
His  mind  has  been  for  some 
years  impressed  with  a con- 
viction of  tire  trudi  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  but  motives  of 
prudence  seem  to  have  pre- 
vented his  public  avowal  of  it. 
The  approach  of  dissolution, 
however,  in  consequence  of  con- 
sumption conquered  all  his  fear 
of  man  ; and  determined  him, 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  Cross, 
in  the  face  of  the  world ; al- 
though the  most  strenuous  en- 
deavours were  made  to  pre- 
vent him,  by  several  of  the 
members  of  bis  former  church, 
in  a way  not  quite  consistent 


with  a regard  to  the  liberty  of 
conscience,  or  the  delicacy  due 
to  a dying  man.” 

P.  S.  If  you  think  necessary, 
I have  no  doubt  that,  upon  ap- 
plication to  the  M inister  above 
mentioned,  you  will  get  further 
particulars  from  him  of  whose 
piely,  sincerity,  and  zeal  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  benevo- 
lence, benignity,  and  sympathy 
as  a Christian,  this  city  can 
testify. 

Baihy  1,  Southcot  Place^  Sept»  12,  1816. 

In  consequence  of  the  above 
the  Editors  addressed  a letter 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warner,  from 
whom  they  have  received  the 
following  obliging  reply, 

Widcomhe  Cottage,  Friday  Morning* 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir? 

George  Gerson,  the  person 
whom  you  inquire  about,  is  no 
more : he  died  yesterday  morn- 
ing, full  of  a conviction  of  the 
truth  of  Christianity,  and  of 
peace  and  hope  from  the  pros- 
pect it  unfolds.  I both  bap- 
tized him ; and  administered 
the  sacrament  to  him  a few 
days  after  his  baptism  ; but 
owing  to  the  state  of  ray  health, 
have  not  had  so  many  oppor- 
tunities of  seeing  and  conversing 
with  him  as  nw  young  friend 
the  Rev.  J ohn  Cfoane.  T o him 
I will  shew  your  letter,  and  re- 
quest, at  the  same  time,  that  he 
will  put  together  all  the  par- 
ticulars which  he  may  know  of 
Gerson,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  you. 

I am,  Dear  Sir,  &c. 

R.  Warner. 


Manchester  and  Salford  Auxiliary  Society. 
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MANCHESTER  AND  SALFORD 
AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

At  a public  meeting,  held  at 
the  Exchange  Dining  Room, 
on  Wednesday,  Sept.  11, 1816, 
pursuant  to  advertisement,  (be- 
ing the  Third  Anniversary  of 
the  Manchester  and  Salford 
Auxiliary  Societies  for  pro- 
mating  Christianity  among  the 
Jews : ) the  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Booth  being  called  to  the  Chair, 
the  following  Resolutions  were 
moved,  seconded,  and  passed 
unanimously ; 

1st. — That  the  Report  now 
read  be  received  and  printed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  David 
Ruell. — Seconderl  by  Mr.  B. 
Braid  ley. 

2nd. — That  the  warm  thanks 
of  til  is  Meeting  be  given  to  the 
Patron,  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Patroness,  and  Vice-Pa- 
tronesses, attached  to  these  So- 
cieties ; likewise  to  the  Treasu- 
rer, Sub-Treasurer,  Secretaries, 
and  Committee,  for  their  ser- 
vices during  the  past  year ; and 
that  the  following  (Sentlemen 
do  compose  the  Committee  for 
the  year  ensuing : 

Rev.  H.  Neale, 

H.  Hall, 

R.  Bradley, 

Mr.  Lawrence  Peel, 

Robert  Peel, 

Nathi.  Gould, 

— David  Yates, 

David  Holt, 

John  Allen, 

Geo.  Taylor, 

J.  S.  Bramall, 

Benjamin  Braidley, 

Wm.  Townend. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  William 


Thistlethwaite. — Seconded  by 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Atkinson. 

3rd. — That  this  Meeting  do 
sincerely  congra.alato  the  Pa-* 
rent  Society  upon  their  arqni- 
sition  of  patronage,  in  the  sanc- 
tion and  influence  of  the  Right 
Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  St. 
David;  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Honourable  and  Right  Rev. 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester ; 
and  that  the  Secretaries  are  re- 
quested to  communicate  such 
congratulations. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  Legli 
Richmond. — Seconded  by  the 
Rev.  Joshua  Wardell. 

4th. — That  the  thanks  of  this 
Meeting  be  given  to  the  Ladies 
of  Manchester,  Ardwuck,  Chorl- 
ton  Row,  Salford,  and  the  Vi- 
cinity, who  have  so  laudably 
and  zealously  interested  them- 
selves in  behalf  of  the  House  of 
Israel. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  John 
Buckworth. — Seconded  by  the 
Rev.  Edward  Smyth. 

5th. — That  the  sincere  thanks 
of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the 
Rev.  Legh  Richmond,  A.  M. 
Rector  of  T urvey , and  Chaplain 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  -Kent ; likewise  to  the  Rev. 
David  Ruell,  A.  M.  Chaplain 
to  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
and  one  of  the  Clerical  and 
gratuitous  Secretaries  to  the 
London  Society,  for  their  pre- 
paratory sermons;  as  well  as 
for  their  obliging  and  disinter- 
ested services  rendered  to  the 
Parent  Institution;  and  upon 
this  occasion* 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  Henry 
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Contributions  to  the  London  Society* 

Neale. — Seconded  by  Mr.  J ohn  Chairman,  for  the  services  ren- 
Allen.  dered  to  the  Society,  by  his 

The  Rev.  Legh  Richmond  obliging,  and  able  conduct,  in 
(as  from  the  chair)  seconded  by  promoting  the  business  of  the 
the  Rev.  David  Ruell,  paid  the  day. 
usual  tribute  of  thanks  to  the 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  LONDON  SOCIETY. 
AUXILIARIES. 

The  Secretaries  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  that  they 
have  received  from  Mrs.  Hannah  Adams,  Corresponding 
Secretary  to  the  Boston  Ladies’  Auxiliary  in  America,  in 

aid  of  the  London  Society,  the  sum  of  100  0 0 

Bristol,  Rev.  George  Hodson 341  16  0 

Colchester,  Mr.  William  Burgess 27  5 0 

Chester,  Mr.  J.  Walker  _ 10  0 0 

Knaresborough,  Rev.  D.  Ruell ‘7.4  6 

Leeds  Ladies,  Mrs,  S.  Dixon  100  0 0 

Ditto,  * - Rev.  D.  Ruell 20  0 0 

PENNY  SOCIETIES. 

Beverley,  Rev.  J.  Mather 4 16  8 

Chatteris,  Miss  S.  Chatheld 4 0 0 

Clapton,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Barker 6 11  6 

Helstone,  Miss  C.  F.  Trevenen  12  0 0 

Thorne  Ladies,  Mrs.  £.  Beuson 3 15  2 

HEBREW  TESTAMENT. 

Brice,  Edward,  Esq 1 1 0 

Jones,  Mrs.  Oakingham,  per  Westminster  Auxiliary  Com- 
mittee   1 1 0 

J.  D.  per  H.  C.  Christian,  Esq 5 0 0 

Lanyon,  Richard,  Esq.  Lostwithiel  5 0 0 

Rogers,  Rev.  J.  Mauman  Parsonage  1 0 0 

Service,  Mr.  J 1 1 0 

Wilson,  Rev.  W.  per  Messrs.  Hoare 20  0 0 

CONGREGATIONAL  COLLECTION. 

Collected  at  the  village  church  of  Sanderstead,  Surry,  (Rev. 

John  Courtney,  Rector)  after  a Sermon  by  the  Rev.  C.  S. 

Hawtrey 9 0 11 

BENEFACTIONS  AND  DONATIONS. 

Donkin,  Miss,  Bath 3 0 0 

Gladstone,  Mrs.  Liverpool 8 7 C 

Saumarez,  Sir  James,  Bart.  Guernsey. 10  10  0 

Dobree,  Mrs.  J.  ditto 5 5 o 
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